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ADVERTISEMENT. 


At  a  period  like  the  prefent,  when  Chriflians  rf 
all  denominations  are  ardently  fohcited  to  unite  with 
Miffionary  Societies,  in  propapating  the  Go'pel  a- 
mong  the  heathen ;  it  becomes  the  public  to  en 
quire  minutely  into  the  conftitution  and  exoediencv 
of  thefe  focieties,  as  well  as  the  probable  confequenr/s 
of  their  exertiorls,  before  any  adive  meafure  ffiail 
be  hazarded  in  an  undertaking  fo  arduous/''  For 
facilitating  this  enquiry,  who  ffiould  be  more  oro- 
perly  qualified  t., an  the  members  of  the  National 
A.iembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  ? — The  fu‘  ; 
was  introduced  to  the  deliberation  o^  that  venerable 
Body  by  overtures  from  the  provincial  Synods  of  Fife 
and  Moray,  May  27th  ,  796.  The  audience  was  nu¬ 
merous,  and  the  difcuffion  highly  interefling  :  vet 

P^'C  pr‘n'S  mere!y  ftated  the  decifion°of  the 
Affembly  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  proceed- 

mgs  which  led  to  it,  and  the  principles  on  which  it 

was  founded  A  report  indeed  was  turrently  dr.  u- 

lated  that  a  full  account  of  it  was  foon  to  appear,  com- 

pofed  partly  of  notes  taken  in  the  Houfe,  and  partly 

of  the  communications  of  the  fpeakers  them'eives 

Tor  his  own  fatisffidion,  however,  ,h  •  prefemReporti 

er  embraced  the  earheft  opportunity  of  committing 

o  paper,  as  ctrcumflantial  a  detail  of  the  wholeor  * 
ceedmgs  of  the  Ahembly,  in  this  bufinefs,  as  his 

iuftN  thVd-  °rd’  fIK‘eaV0llring  ^  charaderife 
the  dm e rent  fpeakers.  He  was  the  better  en- 

abled 
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abled  to  fuceeed  in  this  defign,  though  unaflifted  by 
nmes,  that  he  had  attended  cloieiy  in  the  Houfe,  un- 
biaifed  by  any  private  opinion,  and  extremely  defirous 
of  information.  He  (hewed  his  manufcript  to  fome 
judicious  and  reipedted  friends,  prefect  at  the  debate, 
who,  though  differing  in  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  the  decifion  of  the  Affembly,  yet  all  agreed, 
that  his  Report  contained  throughout  a  fair  and  im¬ 
partial  ftatement,  without  any  mhreprefentation,  or 
material  omiffion.  He  was  focn  after  informed  that 
the  projected  publication  was  completely  abandoned. 
Unwilling,  therefore,  that  thcfe  who  had  expedted  it, 
(houid  be  dilappointed,  he  carefully  revifed  his  own 
manufcript  ;  and,  confcious  of  having  done  impartial 
juftice,  in  fo  far  as  he  poffeffed  the  ability,  to  all  the 
fpeakers,  of  whatever  opinion,  he  gave  it  to  the  Pub- 
liilier  to  be  fpeedily  printed.  The  difiant  refidence  of 
mod  of  the  fpeakers,  an  1  the  expedition  required,  as 
well  as  the  encouragement  he  had  already  received, 
prevented  him  from  fubmitting  it  to  the  infpedtion  of 
any  who  were  perfonaliy  concerned  in  the  debate. 
The  Publifher,  however,  obtained  his  confent  to  carry 
it  to  Dr  Erjkine 3  with  a  requefl  that  he  would  examine 
the  hiflorical  parts  of  the  fpeeches  imputed  to  him, 
on  account  of  a  few  c-ircum  fiances,  about  which  fome 
doubts  had  arifen.  The  Dodtor  readily  complied,  and 
foon  returned  them  corrected  and  improved,  but  with¬ 
out  any  effentiai  alteration,  in  point  either  of  argu¬ 
ment,  or  of  fadt.  Di  Johnfton  afterwards  voluntarily 
contributed  his  own  fpeeches,  which  the  Publifh- 
er,w^hcm  he  knowledge,  and  contrary  to  the  defign 
of  the  Reporter,  agreed  to  print,  inltead  of  thole  afcrib- 

ed  - 
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ea  to  that  Gentleman,  in  the  manufcript.  1  hefe  there¬ 
fore  are  to-be  confidercd  as  perfe&ly  genuine.  Se¬ 
veral  other  Gentlemen  alfo,  on  bom  fides  oi 
the  queftion,  offered  their  ipeecnes  \  out  <as  the  whole 
impreflion  was  previoufly  thrown  off,  theie  oilers  could 

not  be  accepted. 

As  this  report  was  the  effort  or  memory,  and  is 
given  as  the  fubftance  of  the  debate,  it  might  be 
deemed  prefumptuous  to  conduft  it  generally  in  the 
firit  perfon  \  were  it  not  hated  that  tuis  mode  is  ,a- 
dopted,  not  under  the  vain  presence  of  giving  tix 
words,  orexabt  arrangement  ef  the  arguments,  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Houle,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding 
ufeiefs  repetition,  and  of  preferving  in  the  reader  a 
more  lively  inter  eft,  than  the  comparatively  dun  mode 
'  of  narration  could  have  effected. 

On  both  Tides  of  the  queftion  dlfcuffed,  fpeakers 
will  be  found,  whole  names  might  do  credit  to  any 
caufe.  To  ftate  their  fentirnents,  though  with¬ 
out  their  ability,  the  Reporter  knows  to  be  a  humble, 
but  believes,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  an  uieful  talk. 
From,  his  fincere  defire  to  give  a  fair  and  confident 
ftatement,  he  truits  he  bran  exape  the  cenfure,  not 
only  of  a  candid  and  diicerning  public,  but  of  the 
gentlemen  perfonally  concerned.  And  if  any  light, 
afforded  by  others,  ftiaTl  appear  to  be  reflected  by  him, 
on  a  fubjeCt  little,  perhaps,  underftood,  though  inter 
refting  in  itfelf,  and  rendered  more  peculiarly  10  form 
the  fpecuiaticn  i:  has  excited,  his  mod  ampte  wifh 
all  be  gratified. 

Edinburgh  4tb  ju7y  1796. 
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ACCOUNT 

■ 

OF  THE 

I 

'PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATE, 

IN  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Edinburgh  briday  27th,  May  1 79^* 

T  HE  General  AiTembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
met  this  day  at  noon,  accorcing  to  adjournment, 
and  after  going  through  the  ufual  forms,  and  difcuf- 
fmg  fome  bufmefs,  proceeded,  at  one  o’clock,  to 
confider  the  f  mowing  overtures  from  the  Synods  of 
Fife  and  Moray,  refpeding  the  propagation  of  the 
Gofpel  among  the  Heathen. 

Cupar  12 th  April ,  1796^* 

Which  day,  the  provincial  Synod  of  Fife  being 

met  and  conllituted,  there  was  produced  an  overture, 

\  1 

whereof  the  tenor  follows. 

«  It  is  humbly  overtured  that  the  Synod  of  Fife 
overture  to  the  enfuing  General  AiTembly  of  this 
Church,  that  the  AiTembly  may  confider  of  the  moil 
effectual  methods,  by  which  the  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land  may  contribute  to  the  diffufion  of  the  Gofpel 
over  the  world.” 

“  The  above  overture  being  read  and  confidered, 
the  Synod  unanimoufly  agreed  to  tranimit  the  fame.” 
'Extracted  from  the  records  of  the  Synod  of  Fife,  by 

David  Swan,  Synod  Clerk . 

- 
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Forres ,  iGlh  April  1 796. 

Hora  $ta.  P.  M. 

The  Provincial  Synod  of  Moray  being  met,  arid 
conftituted. — A  motion  was  made,  and  unanimouf- 
Iy  agreed  to  by  the  Synod,  that  it  be  recommended 
to  fuch  members  of  this  Synod,  as  (hall  attend  next  Ge¬ 
neral  Affembly,  to  life  their  influence  and  endeavours 
for  promoting  an  a£t  of  Affembly  for  a  general  col¬ 
lection  throughout  the  Church,  to  aid  the  feveral  So¬ 
cieties  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  among  the  Heath¬ 
en  N  ations. 

‘  t  4  •  •  * .%  * 

Extracted  by 

(figned)  Lachlan  M’Phersqn 

Synod  Clerk . 

■  *  ,,  •  -  «•  v 

♦ 

Edinburgh  May  23J  1796. 


it  is  humbly  overtured  to  the  General  Affembly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  that  in  refpect  a  very  lau¬ 
dable  zeal  for  fending  the  Gofpel  to  Heathen  Coun¬ 
tries  has  appeared  both  in  Scotland  and  England,  the 
Affembly  Ihould  encourage  this  fpirit  and  promote 
this  moff  important  and  deferable  object,  by  appoint¬ 
ing  a  iienerai  collection  over  the  church,  or  adop- 
ting  whatever  other  method  may  appear  to  them  more 
effectual. 

(Signed) 

William  M’Bean* 

iWlfcm  •  c-  ■* 

'-j  » 
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THE  overtures  being  read,  by  the  principal  clerk 
of  the  Affemblv  (Profeffor  Andrew  Dalzel).  the 

Rev.  John  Shepherd,  minifter  of  Muirkirk,  addretfed 

\ 

•the  chain — 

“  Moderator,  the  Committee  of  overtures,  of 
which  I  am  a  member,  fenfible  of  the  high  impor¬ 
tance  of  thefe  overtures,  have  unanimoufly  feen  ft*  to 
tranfmit  them  to  this  venerable  Affembly,  as  requir¬ 
ing  their  mod  calm  and  ferious  attention.  Such  at¬ 
tention  I  earneftly  hope  they  will  this  day  receive. 
But  left  any  perfonal  altercations  arife  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  or  fine  fpeeches  be  fubftituted  for 
folid  arguments,  I  beg  they  may  be  referred  to  a 
fpecial  Committee,  and  be  inftantly  filenced  by  a 
cry  of  46  To  the  Committee.’’  Approving,  for  my 
own  part,  of  the  fpirit  of  the  overtures,  I  allow,  never- 
thelefs,  any  man  to  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  and  I 
hope  others  will  alfo  allow  me  to  differ  from  them. 
Every  man  muft  think  for  himfelf,  and  it  is  abfurd 
that  our  tempers  fhould  be  heated  when  we  hap¬ 
pen  to  fee  the  fame  thing  in  different  lights,  and 
when  the  cooleft  deliberation  is  neceffary  towards  com¬ 
ing  to  a  proper  decifton.”— 

In  this  drain  Mr  Shepherd  was  proceeding,  when 
a  cry  of  “  To  the  Committee— To  the  Committee”  in¬ 
terrupting  him,  he  fat  down. — {Hearty  laugh.) 

A  fhort  difcuflion  then  took  place, — whether  .he  o- 
vertures  fhould  be  conjunctly  or  feparately  confidered  ? 
ft  being  maintained  by  Dr  Hill,  and  others,  that  they 

A '  ought 


(  6  ) 

/ 

ought  to  be  conjundly  difcuffed,  as  that  from  the  Sy¬ 
nod  of  Fife  was  of  fo  general  and  indefinite  a  nature9 
that,  were  it  fingly  confidered,  no  material  progrefs 
could  be  made  in  the  bufinefs,  by  any  refolution  to 
which  the  houfe  might  come  refpe&ing  it :  while,  on 
the*  other  hand,  were  it  confidered  together  with 
that  from  the  Synod  of  Moray,  which  e^preffed  a 
fpecific  object,  one  decifion  would  be  fufficient, 
as  the  fpirit  of  both  overtures  feemed  to  be  ul¬ 
timately  the  fame.  Dr.  Erjkine ,  and  others,  on  the 
contrary,  maintained, — that  it  feemed  highly  proper 
to  confider  them  feparately ,  for  the  very  reafon  that 
the  one  was  of  a  general,  fhe  other  of  a  fpecific  na¬ 
ture  :  for  a  general  propofition  might  often  command 
united  affent ;  whereas  the  moft  rr  fible  and  honeft 
men  might  wddely  differ  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
applying  it  to  pra&ice.  The  former  of  thefe  being 
the  prevailing  opinion,  the  Affembly  proceeded  to 
confider  the  overtures  conjundly . 

The  Rev.  William  Macbean ,  Minifter  of  Alves,  roft 
to  fupport  the  overture  from  the  Synod  of  Moray. 

<c  Moderator,  1  hope,  X  need  not  offer  any  ar¬ 
guments  to  convince  the  venerable  Affembly  of 
the  high  importance  of  the  object  which  this  over- 
v  ture  prefents  to  our  confideration  ;  namely,  the  moft 
effectual  means  of  propagating  the  glorious  Gofpel 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  We,  in  this  ifland,  have  long  enjoyed 
a  knowledge  of  its  doctrines,  and  a  participation  of 
its  bleflings.  Wefhould  therefore  defire,  in  the  fpirit 
of  this  holy  religion,  that  all  other  men  may  (hare  in 
its  benefits  and  privileges.  Rut  alas !  how  great  a 
portion  of  the  earth  is  ftill  the  region  of  darknefs  ;-rr. 
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how  many  of  our  fellow  creatures  have  enjoyed  no 
opportunity  of  embracing  the  Gofpel!  While,  there¬ 
fore,  it  becomes  all  true  chriftians  to  wifh  for,  and 
promote  its  diifufion,  it  is  furely  particularly  incum- 
bent  on  thofe  who  “  mini  (ter  in  holy  things,” and  who, 
every  Lord’s  Day  in  public,  offer  up  their  fervent 
prayers,  and  thofe  of  their  congregations,  for  the 
fpeedy  and  univerfal  diffufion  of  the  Gofpel  ;  it  is,  I 
fay,  particularly  incumbent  on  them  to  prove  their 
fincerity,  by  (hewing  an  example  of  active  zeal,  in 
bringing  about  this  happy  event.  Actuated  by  fuch 
fentiments,  the  Synod  of  Moray,  to  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  belong,  has  fent  up  one  of  the  two  over¬ 
tures  on  your  table,  and  I  truft  the  propofal  it  con¬ 
tains  will  appear  to  be  di&ated  by  proper  views, 
and  will  obtain  the  fan&ion  of  this  Affembly. 
Scripture  prophecy  points  our  faith  to  the  accom- 
plifhmenr  of  this  promifed  event,  and  while  we  an¬ 
ticipate,  it  ought  aifo  to  be  our  endeavour  to  haflen 
the  time,  when  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  fhall  co- 

i 

ver  the  earth,  “  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea.” 

The  Rev.  Dr  David  Johnfton ,  Minifter  of  North 
Leith. 

“  Moderator,  I  rife  thus  early  to  give  my  hearty 
approbation  to  the  two  overtures,  now  on  your  table, 
and  to  exprefs  my  hope,  that  they  will  be  adopted, 
by  the  General  Affembly.  I  honour  and  efteem  thofe 
Synods,  who  have  brought  them  under  your  confi- 
deration,  and  encourage  myfelf  that  they  will  be  una- 
nimouOy  agreed  to.  However  much  we  may  differ- 
from  each  other  in  matters  of  civil  or  ecclefnflical 

polity.  I  truft  that  we  fhall  be  united,  in  whatever 

A  s  tends 
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fends  to  promote  the  kingdom  of  our  blefled  Mafter* 
Sir,  we  are  taught  from  that  blefled  book  (the  Bible) 
which  lies  before  you,  that  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift 
fhali  one  day  become  univerfal,  and  that  all  nations 
fhall  call  him  blefled.  Is  it  not  our  prayer  every  day, 
that  this  kingdom  may  come,  and  (hall  we  not  ufe 
every  means  in  our  power  to  advance  it  ?  Let  mefup- 
pofe,  that  the  great  King  and  head  of  his  Church,  in 
whofe  prefence  we  now  fit,  and  to  whom  we  mud  one 
day  give  account,  is  waiting  for  fome  mark'd  expref- 
fion  of  the  General  Aflembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land’s  regard  to  his  intered;  and  fhall  we  throw  cold 
water  upon  the  means  that  have  been  fuggefted  in 
thefe  overtures,  to  promote  it  ?  Muft  ndt  every  one 
who  has  felt  any  thing  of  the  power  of  genuine  Chrif- 
tianity  upon  his  heart,  endeavour  to  diffufe  and  pro- 
:  pagate  it  ?  I  fpeak  to  numbers  at  prefent  who,  I  truft, 
t  have  experienced  it,  and  who  preach  it  every  Lord's 
day  ;  and  would  you  not  wifh  to  have  your  labours 
accompanied  with  fuccefs  ?  The  religion  of  Jefus  is 
a  mod  benevolent  religion,  and  teaches  us  to  confider 
all  men,  of  whatever  colour,  or  country,  or  profef- 
fion,  as  brethren.  Is  not  the  fecond  great  Command¬ 
ment  of  the  law,  “  Thou  fhalt  love,  thy  neighbour 
as  thyfelf;  and,  hath  not  our  great  matter  taught  us 
to  look  upon  all,  of  the  fame  common  nature,  as  our 
neighbours  ?  Methinks  that  the  poor  benighted 
heathen,  are  now  addrefling  us,  in  the  mod  earned 
manner,  iC  Come,  and  fave  us  from  that  ignorance, 
*  Tuperdition  and  idolatry,  from  that  folly,  vanity,  and 
vice,  under  which  we  have  fo  long  groaned,  and 
our  fouls  will  blefs  you,”  And  fhall  they  befeech  the 

General 
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General  Affembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  vain  ? 
We  fareiy  have  not  fo  learned  ChrilL  Means  mud 
be  ufed,  without  which  we  can  never  hope  for  fuc- 
cefs.  Let  us  never  fay,  with  a  cold  and  unfeeling 
heart  ,u  Be  ye  waimed,  and  cloathed  ;  be  ye  enlighten¬ 
ed,  reformed,  and  fayed,”  without  contributing  to  the 
charitable  defign.  Thoufands  are  ffepping  forward 
to  promote  this  great  Chriilian  caufe  ;  and  Ihall  we 
hand  aloof?  Are  we  not  all  difciples  of  the  fame 
mailer,  and  Ihall  we  not  unite  as  brethren,  efpecial- 
ly,  where  the  objecls  are,  the  glory  of  our  R.edeem« 
er,  and  the  bed  intereds  of  our  fellow  creatures  ?  Can 
~  we  reded!  for  a  moment  upon  the  Pagan  darknefs  in 
which  our  forefathers  were  involved,  fo  many  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago.  and  do  wre  not  blefs  God,  that  the 
glorious  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  hath  arifen  upon  us, 
with  healing  under  his  wings  ?  Do  we  net  feel  a 
glow  of  gratitude  to  thofe  benevolent,  apoftolic  men, 
who  hrft  planted  the  Gofpel  in  our  land,  and  Ihall  we 
not  be  animated  with  their  fpirit  ?  Can  we  contem¬ 
plate  more  than  one  half  of  the  human  race  labouring 
under  the  grolTed  error  and  delufion,  and  groaning 
under  the  fetters  of  the  god  of  this  world,  and  not 
wilh  to  fet  them  at  liberty  ?  The  great  Apodle  of  the 
Gentiles  reckoned  himfelf  “  a  debtor  to  the  Greek 
and  the  Barbarian,  to  the  wife  and  the  unwife,”  from 

✓ 

principles  of  jultice  and  companion,  gratitude  and 
love ;  and,  Ihall  we  not  catch  his  fpirit  and  imitate 
his  example?  Would  it  not  give  you.  Sir,  the  moll 
heartfelt  pleafure  to  alleviate  the  miferies  of  the  be- 
nighred  heathen,  and  to  be  the  inllrument, under  God, 
£>f  turning  them  from  darknefs  unto  light,  and  from 
.  siacreLi  the 
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the  power  of  Satan  unto  God?  I  hope,  that  thi 
members  of  this  Church  will  never  refemble  the 
Fried  and  the  Levite  in  the  parable,  who,  when  they 
faw  a  poor  Jew  v/eitering  in  his  blood,  paffed  by  on 
the  other  fide :  Let  us  rather  imitate  the  good  Sa¬ 
maritan,  who  dept  afide,  and  kindly  enquired  after 
him  ;  who  foaked  his  wounds  with  oil  and  wine, 
let  him  upon  his  own  mule,  attended  him  by  his  fide, 
conducted  him  to  the  fird  inn,  and  gave  the  land¬ 
lord  the  mod  paternal  charge  concerning  him.  As 
the  difeafes  of  the  mind  are  more  inveterate  and  dan¬ 
gerous,  than  thofe  of  the  body,  fo  the  date  of  the 
Pagan  world  calls  louder  for  compaffion  ;  would  we 
not  be  happy  to  adminider  relief  to  them  ?  Shall  not 
their  bleffings  defeend  in  plentiful  dreams  upon  our 
heads  ?  But,  I  will  not  take  up  any  more  of  your 
time  ;  I  hope  I  have  faid  nothing  to  give  offence  to 
any  of  my  brethren,  as  feemed  to  have  been  the  cafe 
yefterday.  I  would  not  willingly  huTt  their  mod 
delicate  feelings.  I  allow  them  to  differ  from  me* 
and  I  claim  the  fame  privilege  \  but  I  will  hope  that  I 
have  fpoken,  at  prefent,  the  fentiments  of  every  indi¬ 
vidual  in  the  Affembly. 

Mr  Robert  Heron ,  Ruling  Elder  for  New  Galloway* 
aadreffed  the  Chair  ;  but  before  he  proceeded  to  de¬ 
liver  his  opinion,  was  requeded  by  the  Moderator* 
(Dr  William  Greenfield ,  one  of  the  Mimders  of  Edin¬ 
burgh)  to  confine  his  attention  clofely  to  the  overtures 
before  the  Houfe  ;  they  having  already  heard  three  dif- 
courfes,  which,  from  theif  general  nature,  were  little 
more  than  an  introduction  to  the  debate,  from  which 
the  fpeakers  ought  not  to  wander. 

Mr  Heron  proceeded.  45  I  am  well  aware.  Mo¬ 
derator 
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derator,  of  the  necefUty  of  entering  more  dire&iy  and 
more  deeply  into  the  overtures  upon  your  table,  than 
has  hitherto  been  done ;  becaule  an  object  of  fuch 
magnitude  as  that  which  thefe  overtures  embrace* 
requires  the  molt  ample  and  moll  minute  delibera¬ 
tion  ;  and  becaufe,  I  believe,  if  we  bellow  on  it  fuch 
deliberation,  we  lhall  be  prevented  from  having  two 
opinions.  If,  then,  it  can  be  proved  that  Chriftiamty 
has  a  happy  influence  on  Society,  as  well  as  on  indi¬ 
viduals  ;  by  contributing  to  the  temporal  profperity 
of  the  former,  no  lefs  than  to  the  fpiritual  welfare  of 
the  latter  :  if,  moreover,  it  lhall  appear,  that  a  fpirit 
favourable  to  its  dilution  has  gone  abroad  in  the 
world,  regulated  by  moderation  and  prudence  :  and 
finally,  if  it  appear,  that  there  do  at  prefent  exilt  cir- 
cumftances,  more  favourable  for  carrying  thofe 
means  happily  into  efteft,  than  at  any  former  period  ; 
circumftances,  too,  peculiarly  applicable  to  this  counr 
try  ;  if,  I  fay,  thefe  things  lhall  appear,  or  be  ren¬ 
dered  probable,  I  lee  not  that,  much  ground  will  be 
left  for  difference  of  opinion,  in  the  General  Affem* 
bly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  To  the  firft  objeft 
of  enquiry  ;  namely,  whether  the  Gcfpel  of  Chri/t 
has  a  tendency  to  promote  national  civility,  as  well 
as  individual  improvement  ?— the  fifth  Chapter  of 
Matthew  affords  a  fuflicient  anfwer ;  a  chapter, 
wljich,  with  the  reft  of  Chrift’s  fermon  on  the  Mount, 
exhibits  a  natural  and  Ample,  yet  a  mod  enlighten* 
ed  and  comprehenfive  account  of  our  ftate,  rela¬ 
tion,  and  duties,  in  fociety  ;  and  has  a  direft  ten¬ 
dency  to  eradicate  the  prejudices  of  the  heart,  as 
well  as  the  errors  of  the  undemanding.  But,  for¬ 
tunately 
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tunately,  we  can  have  recourfe  to  matter  of  fa&, 
to  fubftantiate  this  reafoning  from  caufe  to  ef- 
fe£l ;  for  hi  (lory  informs  tfs  of  a  truth,  appealed  to 
by  the  friends,  and  confefled  by  the  foes  of  Chriftia- 
nity  ;  that  the  gradual  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  lower  orders  in  fociety ;  and,  in  particular, 
that  the  gradual  abolition  of  domeftic  flavery  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  has  been  owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Gofpel,  which  by  teaching  the  rich 
“  to  do  juftice,  and  to  love  mercy  as  well  as  the 
poor  “  to  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives has  a 
molt  beneficial,  reciprocal  operation.  I  am  not, 
however,  ignorant  that  an  eminent  hiflorian,  (Gib¬ 
bon)  has  contended,  that  the  decline  and  fall  of  the 
mighty  and  ancient  empire  of  Rome,  were  haftened 
and  precipitated  by  the  progrefs  of  Chriftianity ; 
which,  by  checking  the  military  ardour  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  and  fubilituting  the  principle  of  tame  fub- 
miflion,  rendered  them  a  hirer  and  more  eafy  prey, 
than  they  would  otherwife  have  been,  to  their  bar¬ 
barous  invaders,  the  Goths  and  Vandals.  But  we 
may  venture  to  affirm,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Gofpel  among  the  conquering  barba¬ 
rians,  who  pofTefled  fome  imperfeft  knowledge  of  it, 
did,  on  the  one  hand,  as  much  tend  to  retard,  as  on 
the  other  hand,  its  power  over  the  yielding  Ro¬ 
mans,  tended  to  haften  the  decline,  and  precipi¬ 
tate  the  fall  of  the  Empire.  Nay  its  effe&s  muff 
have  been  in  favour  of  the  Romans  ;  fince  fell 
defence  could  not  but  appear  far  more  juftifiable, 
than  unprovoked  aggreffion.  Befides  might  not  this 
faith  mitigate  the  violent  outrages  confequent  on  bar¬ 
barian 
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barian  conquefl  ?  We  mud  look  for  other  caufes 
of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  than 
the  progrefs  of  Chriftianity  ;  caufes  which  abound, 
and  are  perfe&ly  diftindi:  from,  and  independent 
of  it  :  caufes  too,  which,  when  confidered,  lead 
us  rather  to  wonder  that  its  unwieldy  and  disjointed 
parts  fhould  have  been  fo  long  connedfced,  than  that 
they  fhould  have  fallen  afunder  at  the  time  they  did. 
Now  the  great  caufe  which  produced  the  fate  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  a  fate  which  awaited  it,  in  common 
with  the  extenfive  and  fimilarly  conftituted  Govern¬ 
ments  of  Afia  and  Europe,  and  which  fooner  or 
later  mu  ft  be  the  iflue  of  all  fuch  Governments,  was 
the  extent  and  influence  of  military  power/’ 

The  fpeaker  was  proceeding  to  prove  and  illuftrate 
this  idea,  when  the  Moderator,  interrupting  him,  faid 
1 “  I  fpeak,  Sir,  to  order  ;  you  have  been  proving 
the  excellency  of  Chriftianity,  of  which  I  am  fure  all 
tht  members  of  this  Aflembly  are  fully  fatisfied  ;  and, 
therefore,  to  take  up  time  with  fuch  fpeculation,  is 
quite  unneceffary.  I  muft  therefore  again  requeft: 
you,  and  all  other  fpeakers,  to  confine  yourfelves 
clofely  to  the  overtures  on  the  table  ;  otherwife  we 
may  reafon  very  long,  without  coming  any  nearer  a 
decifion  refpeding  them.” 

After  a  few  words  among  feveral  of  the  members 
refpecling  order ,  Mr  Heron  bowed  to  the  Moderator, 
and  proceeded. 

Although  I  am  not  fenflble  of  having  engaged  in 
any  fpeculation  which  I  could  not  prove  to  be  effen- 
tially  applicable  to  the  fubjedt  of  the  overtures,  as  I 
meant  to  have  fhewn  $  yet  I  fhall  v/ave  what  1  had  far- 
,  B  ther 
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ther  to  obferve  refpe£ling  the  Roman  Government* 
arid  proceed  to  a  fhort  view  of  the  other  objects  of  en* 
quiry  I  mentioned,  as  neceflary  for  a  proper  decifion. 
We  are  next,  then,  to  advert  to  the  fpirit  which  has 
gone  abroad,  and  to  the  principles  by  which  it  is,  and 
by  which  it  ought  to  be,  regulated.-  To  thofe  who 
have  been  long  complaining  of  the  progrefs  of  infi¬ 
delity,  and  the  confequent  alarming  decay  of  religion 
and  good  morals,  it  muff  furely  be  matter  of  glad- 
nefs,  to  refled:  on  the  tefl  which  a  great  many  of  our 
fellow  fubjecls,  of  different  denominations,  have  of 
late  given,  in  proof  of  the  fmcerity  of  their  faith,  and 
zeal  for  the  propagation  of  it,  and  the  bleflings  it  be¬ 
llows.  The  tefl  I  refer  to  is  to  be  found  in  the  vo¬ 
luntary  and  difmterefled  aflbciations  into  which  they 
have  entered,  for  the  purpofe  of  propagating  the 
knowledge  of  our  holy  revealed  religion,  among  the 
Heathen.  Prophecy,  in  clear  language,  and  at  va¬ 
rious  periods,  has  predidied  the  converfion  of  rhe 
Gentile  Nations,  who  from  the  rifing,  even  to  the  fet- 
tjng  fun,  are  reprefented,  as  about  to  become  willing 
fubje&s  of  the  Redeemer’s  fway.  Why  may  it 
not  be  fuppofed,  that  this  reviving  fpirit  of  re¬ 
ligion,  which  has  been  difcovering  itfelf  in  a  zealous 
defire  to  fpread  abroad  its  influence  to  others,  who 
have  hitherto  had  no  opportunity  of  embracing  it ; 
why  may  not  this  fpirit,  I  fay,  be  one  of  the  means  in 
the  plan  of  divine  providence,  for  the  completion  of 
this  feries  of  prophecy  ?  At  any  rate,  when  the  people 
exhibit  fuch  a  laudable  fpirit,  it  would  ill  become 
the  clergy  to  treat  it  with  indifference,  or  endeavour  to 
reprefs  it'by  contempt.  The  Church  of  Scotland  has 

been 
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been  approved  of  by  a  late  diftinguifhed  philo^ophe1'* 
(Hume)  but  no  friend  to  revealed  religion,  as  more 
favourable  to  the  caufe  of  Deifm  than  any  other  reli¬ 
gious  eftablifhment.  This  is  the  time  for  its  members 
to  prove  to  the  world,  they  are  free  from  this  charge, 
by  zealoufly  countenancing,  and  affifting,  the  honed 
endeavours  of  their  fellow  Chriftians  throughout  the 
land,  in  this  great  and  important  work.  At  what* 
ever  time  fuch  a  fpirit  arifes,  it  ought,  I  think,  to  be 
patronized  and  properly  directed,  by  thofe  whofe 
Character  and  abilities  entitle  and  enable  them  to  take 
the  lead  in  it.  How  can  the  clergy  expatiate  on  the 
general  indifference  about  religion,  if  themfelves 
let  the  example  of  it,  or  do  not  prove  their  zeal 
by  their  deeds,  as  well  as  in  their  words  ?  But  if 
at  all  times  this  fpirit  ought  to  be  encouraged, 
it  ought,  in  my  opinion,  peculiarly  to  be  fo  at 
prefent,  when  I  confider,  (which  is  the  la  ft  objed 
of  enquiry  I  mentioned )  that  the  circumftances  of 
the  prefent  times,  in  this  country,  for  carrying  thefe 
means  well  into  effect,  are  much  more  favour¬ 
able,  than  thoie  of  any  former  period.  Among 
our  external  favourable  circumftances  the  moft  pro¬ 
minent  is  the  amazingly  increafed  extent  of  our 
Commerce,  which,  by  difperfmg  our  veffels  and 
countrymen  over  the  moft  diftant  regions  of  the 
globe,  furnilhes,  at  the  fame  time,  an  eafy  opportu- 
nity  of  fending  milfionaries  to  any  given  place.  A- 
mong  the  internal  advantages  peculiar  to  us  for  this 
purpofe,  I  need  only  mention  the  general  diffufion  of 
knowledge,  the  knowledge,  in  particular,  of  the 
Geography  and  manners  of  remote  countries  and 
nations  .  our  acquaintance,  in  fine,  with  languages  j 
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■with  arts,  and  general  fcience..  All  thefe  advan¬ 
tages  fit  us  for  engaging  in  this  undertaking  :  nay 
all  of  them,  and  others  like  them,  make  it  incum¬ 
bent  on  us,  to  engage  in  it  heartily,  and  fpeedily. 
But,  although  fuch  are  my  fentiments,  I  am  far  from 
wifhing  to  pufh  them  to  the  conclufion  which  they 
may  be  fuppofed  to  involve,  namely,  an  immediate 
decifion  as  to  the  object  of  the  focieties  ;  far  lefs  an 
immediate  refolution  to  make  a  collection,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  carrying  it  forward.  I  think  it  too  important 
to  be  haftily  decided  on  :  time  fhould  be  allowed  for 
deliberate  and  minute  inquiry.  Though  our  decifion  be 
thus  retarded,  whatever  it  may  be,  it  will  be  entitled 
to  more  refpeCt,  and  we  fhall  be  in  lefs  danger  of  er- 

\ 

ror.  1  fhall'  therefore  propofe  a  motion,  which,  with¬ 
out  acceding  to  the  ideas  of  either  of  two  oppofite 
parties,  if  two  fuch  there  be,  of  whom  the  one  may  be 
defirous  to  approve ,  and  the  other  defirous  to  difmifs 
the  overtures  immediately ,  a  motion — which  may  u- 
nite  both.  To  afford  tin*;  then  for  deliberation,  and 
to  give  dignity  to  our  decifion,  I  move  “  That  a  Com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed  by  the  Affembly,  to  inquire  into, 
and  deliberate  upon,  the  overtures  from  the  Synods 
of  Fife  and  Moray  ;  and  to  report  the  refult  of  fuch 
qnquiry,  and  deliberation,  to  next  General  Affembly.,3> 

Dr.  Erfkine  and  Mr  Hamilton  then  rofe,  and  addref- 
fed  the  Chair  together  ;  but  on  obferving  the  DoCtor, 
Mr  Hamilton  fat  down. — Dr.  Erjkine  then  faid, — “  I 
rife,  at  prefent,  merely  to  fecond  this  motion,  which  I 
now  accordingly  fecond.” 

The  Rev.  George  Hamilton ,  minifter  of  Gladfmuir, 
then  proceeded,  ' 

“I 
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u  1  fhould  blufh,  Moderator,  to  rife  in  this  vene¬ 
rable  Affembly,  for  the  purpofe  of  oppofing  a  plart 
fo  beneficent  in  its  fir  ft  afpedt,  as  the  prefent,  did 
not  mature  reflexion  fully  convince  me,  that  its  prin¬ 
ciples  are  not  really  good,  but  merely  fpecious :  that 
no  fuch  honour  could  accrue  to  us  from  fupporting  and 
promoting  it,  as  ijts  friends  among  us  have  fondly  an¬ 
ticipated  ;  and  becaufe  no  fuch  benefits  could  in  all 
probability  refult  from  the  execution  of  it  to  man¬ 
kind,  as  they  have  no  lefs  fondly  imagined  and  des¬ 
cribed.  Such  being  my  decided  fentiments  on  the 
fubjedt,  I  feel  no  reludtance  to  rife  and  ftate  them 
freely.  I  feel  this  declaration,  indeed,  incumbent 
on  me  $  fior  do  1  hefitate  to  fay,  that,  entertaining 
thefe  fentiments,  it  is  as  much  my  duty  to  wifh  that 
the  houfe  may  be  firm  and  unanimous  in  their  op- 
pofition  to  thefe  overtures,  as  it  appeared  the  duty 
of  thofe  who  were  of  a  very  different  opinion,  to  be 
adtuated  by  a  very  different  defire.  To  diffufe  a- 
mong  mankind  the  knowledge  of  a  religion  which 
we  profefs  to  believe  and  to  revere,  is  doubtlefs  a 
good  and  important  work  ;  as  to  pray  for  its  diffufion, 
and  to  expect  it,  is  taught  us  in  the  facred  volume 
of  fcripture.  But,  as  even  the  befl  things  are  liable 
to  abufe,  and  as  things  the  molt  excellent  are  moil 
liable  to  abufe,  fo  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  happens,  that 
I  cannot  otherwife  confider  the  enthufiafm  on  this 
fubjedt,  than  as  the  effect  of  fanguine  and  illufive 
views,  the  more  dangerous  becaufe  the  object  is  fo 
plaufible.  To  fpread  abroad  the  knowledge*^  the  Gof. 
pel  among  barbarous  and  heathen  nations,  feems  to 
me  highly  prepofterous,  in  as  far  as  it  anticipates. 
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nay  as  it  even  revqjfes,  the  order  of  nature.  Meii 
muft  be  polifhed  and  refined  in  their  manners,  before 
they  can  be  properly  enlightened  in  religious  truths* 
Philofophy  and  learning  muft*  in  the  nature  of  things* 
take  the  precedence.  Indeed  it  fliould  feem  hardly 
lefs  abfurd  to  make  revelation  precede  civilization  in 
the  order  of  time,  than  to  pretend  to  unfold  to  a 
child  the  Principta  of  Newton,  ere  he  is  made  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  letters  in  the  alphabet.  Thefe 
ideas  feem  to  me  alike  founded  on  error,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  muft  confider  them  both  as  equally  romantic 
and  vificnary.  When  we  caft  an  intelle&ual  glance  ' 
over  the  furface  of  the  terraqueous  globe  which  we 
Inhabit,  we  perceive  a  variety  of  tribes  and  nations* 
in  various  ftages  of  progrefs,  from  rudenefs  to  civi¬ 
lization.  Were  the  zeal  of  thofe,  then,  who  labour  to 
propagate  the  gofpel  duely  tempered  and  regulated 
by  found  knowledge,  they  fhould  endeavour  to  find 
the  people  whofe  ftate  of  fociety  is  by  nature  fitted 
for  its  reception,  or  fitted  to  render  it  the  bleftirlg 
for  which  it  was  intended.  In  fulfilling  the  feries  of 
fcripture  prophecy,  we  have  every  reafon  to  think 
that  grand  general  laws  will  be  followed,  not  a  little 
analogous,  perhaps,  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  affairs.  If 
we  attempt  to  carry  forward  divine  plans,  it  behoves 
us  to  imitate  the  divine  procedure.  The  queftion  then 
occurs — how  is  the  Gofpel  an  univerfai  difpenfation, 
if  all  men  are  not  alike  fitted  to  receive  it,  on  being 
properly  propofed  ?  or  are  men  to  be  excluded  from 
fharing  ugjkts  benefits,  when  they  have  no  opportu¬ 
nity,  nor  ought  to  have  any,  of  embracing  it  ?  To 
thefe  queflions  fcripture  furniflies  us  with  an  anfwer, 

plain. 
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plain,  natural,  and  juft.  We  are  in  it  told  “  that 
a  man  is  to  be  judged  according  to  what  he  hath, 
not  according  to  what  he  hath  not we  are, 
moreover,  told  by  St.  Paul  to  the  fame  purpofe,  “  that 
the  Gentiles  which  have  not  the  law,  are  a  law  unto 
themfelves  and  that  “  they  who  are  without  law, 
lhall  be  judged  without  law.”  So  that  the  gracious 
declaration  of  fcripture,  ought  to  liberate  from 
groundlefs  anxiety,  the  minds  of  thofe  who  dated,  in 
fuch  moving  language,  the  condition  of  the  heathen. 
Every  date  of  fociety  has  vices  and  virtues  pecu^ 
liar  to  itfelf,  which  balance  each  other,  and  are  not 
incompatible  with  a  large  fliare  of  happinefs.  The 
untutored  Indian  or  Otaheitan,  whofe  daily  toils  pro¬ 
duce  his  daily  food  ;  and,  who,  when  that  is  procur¬ 
ed,  balks  with  his  family  in  the  fun,  with  little 
refledion  or  care,  is  not  without  his  limple  virtues. 
His  bread  can  beat  high  witli  the  feelings  of  friend- 
fhip,  his  heart  can  burn  with  the  ardour  ofpatriotifm ; 
and  although  his  mind  have  not  comprehenfion 
enough  to  grafp  the  idea  of  general  philanthropy  ; 
yet  the  houfelefs  dranger  finds  a  fure  Iheher  under 
his  hofpitable,  though  humble,  roof,  and  experiences 
that,^  though  ignorant  of  the  general  principle,  his 
foul  is  attuned  to  the  feelings,  on  which  its  prad  ce 
mud  generally  depend.  But  go — engraft  on  his 
fimple  manners,  the  cudoms,  refinements,  and,  may 
I  not  add,  fome  of  the  vices,  of  civilized  fociety,  and 
the  influence  of  that  religion  which  you  £>ave  as  a 
compenfation  for  the  difadvantages  attenTOg  fuch 
communication,  will  nor  refine  his  morals  nor  enfure 
his  happinefs.  Of  the  change  of  manners,  the  effed 

pro- 
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produced  fhall  prove  a  heterogeneous  and  difagretu 
ble  combination :  and  of  the  change  of  opinion,  the 
effedts  fhall  be  a  tormenting  uncertainty  refpe&ing 
fome  things,  a  great  mifapprehenfion  of  others,  and 
a  mifapplication,  perhaps,  of  all.  For,  fuch  is  the  de¬ 
pravity  cf  human  nature,  that  men  are  much  more 
ready  to  imitate  an  evil,  than  a  good,  example  ;  and 
fuch  is  its  weaknefs,  that  error  is  imbibed  in  a  thoufand 
forms,  while  the  mild  afpedt  of  truth  is  little  feen  or 
regarded.  The  inexpreffible  cruelties  to  which  the 
relentlefs  Spaniards  fubjedted  the  oppreffed  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  South  America,  were,  if  poflible,  the  leafl  of 
the  evils  which  their  unhappy  connexion  with  them* 
has  been  found  to'  produce. — -And  with  refpedt  to  the 
Gofpel,  confidered  more  particularly,  and  inde¬ 
pendently  of  the  unfavourable  influence  of  our  man¬ 
ners,  what  are  we  to  expedt  in  future  from  it,  when 
propofed  to  barbarous  nations  ?  When  they  fhall  be 
told  that  man  is  faved  not  by  good  works ,  but  by  faith, — > 
what  will  be  the  confequence  ?  We  have  too  much 
experience  of  the  difficulty  of  guarding  our  own  peo¬ 
ple  againfl  the  mofl  deplorable  mifapplication  of  this 
principle  ;  though  here  the  people  are  inftrudted  by 
flated  and  regular  paftors  ;  though  their  minds  have 
been  early  imbued  with  a  pious  and  virtuous  educa¬ 
tion  ;  and  though  they  are  daily  warned  of  the  folly 
and  danger  of  immorality,  under  this  pretext  : — we 
have  too  much  experience  of  this  fatal  tendency  at 
home,  I  fay,  with  all  our  refinement,  to  entertain  a 
rationa^lloubt  that  the  wild  inhabitants  of  uncivi¬ 
lized-  regions,  would  ufe  it  as  a  handle  for  the  mail 
flagrant  violation  of  juftice  and  morality.  Not  all 
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the  precepts  of  the  Miffionaries,  be  thefe  ever  fo 
evangelical ;  not  their  example,  fuppofing  it  to  be 
ever  fo  ftri&ly  moral  and  pure,  could  be  able  to  pre¬ 
vent,  or  counteract,  this  fo  generally  fatal  illufion. 
But  fhould  this  doCtrine.  be  pufhed  to  its  utmoft  ex¬ 
treme,  fhould  it  be  incautioufly  and  unguardedly  de¬ 
livered,  and  fhould  contention  arife  among  thofe  who 
profefs  to  publifh  the  glad  tidings  of  peace  on  earth, 
and  good  will  towards  men  ;  the  conferences  to  the 
barbarous  Heathen  are  as  evident,  as  they  mufl  be 
melancholy.  The  fimplicity  of  favage  manners  would 
give  way  to  the  incongruous  admixture  of  the  corrup¬ 
tions,  without  either  the  folid  virtues,  dr  the  fmooth- 
ing  varnifh,  of  civilized  fociety.  But  let  lis  appeal  to  the 
dealings  of  the  Almighty  with  his  chofen  people  the 
Jews,  for  the  fatisfa&icn  of  thofe  who  doubt  the  truth 
of  this  reafoning  ;  and  we  fhall  find  it  confirmed  by 
hiftorical  arguments  which  they  will  hardly  queftion, 
either  as  to  their  authority,  or  fimilarity  to  the  pre- 
fent  cafe.  At  the  remote  period  in  which  this  peo¬ 
ple  were  feleCfed  to  be  the  repofitory  of  divine  truth* 
we  have  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  more  un¬ 
enlightened  than  the  other  nations  in  the  world.  But 
be  this  as  it  may,  it  mufl  be  confeffed  they  were  but 
few  flages  beyond  a  rude  ft  ate. —How  then  were  they 
made  acquainted  with  divine  things  ?  not  blit  by  flow, 
—very  flow  degrees.  The  Unity  of  God,  the  grand 
leffon  taught  them  by  their  heaven-inftruCled  law¬ 
giver,  enforced  by  miraculous  difpenfations,  and  con- 
ftantly  kept  alive  on  their  minds  by  promifes  the  moft: 
alluring,  and  by  threats  the  moft  fevere,  was  often 
difregarded,  forgotten,  and  forfaken,  for  the  moft 
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ffbpid  Idolatry.  Holy  and  infplred  men  wete  front 
time  to  time  raifed  up  to  declare  the  diVinS  will,  and 
to  be  harbingers  of  the  brighter  difpenfation  which 
was  to  follow.  After  many  ages  had  elapfed,  this,  dif¬ 
penfation  was  at  length  manifelted  among  the  fame 
people,  the  Jews,  now  an  enlightened  people,  and  not 
the  inhabitants  of  ah  infulated  fpot,  but  in  the  centre 
of  the  civilized  world.  Our  Saviour  himfelf  we  find  in- 
ftru&ing  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  and  populous 
cities  of  Judea,  inflead  of  collecting  crowds  of  barba¬ 
rians  to  liften  to  his  doCtrine.  And  when,  at  lengthy 
after  he  had  finiffied  his  individual  labours  on  earth,' 
his  Apoftles,  in  obedience  to  one  of  his  latefl  injunc¬ 
tions,  c 6  to  go  and  teach  all  nations,”  &c.  parted  from 
each  other  for  this  purpofe ;  did  they  go  into  th£ 
wilds  of  Africa,  and  preach  to  the  naked  favages? 
no  : — ;hey  were  to  be  found  in  Rome  and  in  Athens 
— -in  Ephefus  and  in  Corinth.  Nay,  even  when  Paul,' 
on  his  voyage  from  Judea  to  Rome,  as  a  (late  prifoner, 
was  driven  by  fhipwreck  upon  the  coaft  of  Melita, 
we  do  not  find  him  unfolding  the  doCtrines  of  the 
Gofpel  to  its  barbarous  natives,  whom  yet  he  praifes 
for  the  virtues  -of  kindnefs  and  hofpitality.  How 
then  fhall  our  modern  Miffionaries,  unaided  by  the" 
gift  of  tongues,  or  any  miraculous  power,  prefume  t® 
teach  the  Gofpel  to  barbarous  nations,  when  Paul 
himfelf,  with  every  poflible  requifite,  feems  to  hav& 
declined  the  office.  When,  in  procefs  of  time,  Chri'f- 
tianity  was  introduced  into  our  own  country  of  Great 
Britain,  its  inhabitants  were  not  an  uncultivated  race, 
but  had  long  been  foftened  by  the  influence  of  Ro¬ 
man  arms,  and  ©f  Roman  arts.  .  To  introduce  a  fyf- 
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(em  of  fuperfiition  is,  of  all  things  imaginable,  the 
moft  eafy  :  but  better  far  were  it  to  leave  our  fellow 
creatures  to  the  protedion  of  the  common  Father 
of  mankind,  and  to  fuch  glimmerings  as  the  lights  he 
vcuehfafes  them  by  nature  afford,  than  to  tell  them 
what  they  cannot  at  all  comprehend  ;«^~what  they 
will  not  pradife.  I  formerly  obferved,  that  if  Mi£ 
fionaries  were  to  be  fent  any  where,  it  ought  to  be  to 
that  country  whofe  ftate  of  civil  fociety  fhould  ap* 
pear  to  be  fitted  to  receive,  and  improve  by  Revela¬ 
tion.  But  even  fuppofmg  fuch  a  nation  could  be 
found,  I  fhould  {fill  have  weighty  objedions  againft 
fending  miffionaries  thither.  Why  fhould  we  fcatter 
our  forces  and  fpend  our  flrength  in  foreign  fervice, 
when  our  utmoft  vigilance,  our  moil  unbroken 
ftrength,  is  required  at  home?  Scripture  tells  us, 
That  the  harveft  is  great,  and  the  labourers  are 
few,” — but  the  JVLfficnary  Societies,  by  their  condud, 
reverfe  this  declaration,  and  fhew  that  they  think  the 
harvefl  fmall  and  the  labourers  many .  Thofe  who 
have  heard,  in  the  debates  of  the  two  lafl  days  of  our 
meeting,  a  ftatement  of  the  aftliding  want  of  reli¬ 
gious  and  moral  inftrudion,  under  which  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  a  diftant  part  of  our  own  land,  viz.  the  Ork¬ 
ney  Iflands,  labour  how  many  Churches  are  roof- 
iefs  and  in  ruins  ; — how  many  iflands  are  altogether 
deftitute  of  places  of  worfhip,  and  of  fchools ;  fome 
of  them,  on  this  account,  almofl  defolate  and  without 
inhabitants,  mu  ft  fee  how  much  remains  to  be  done 
at  home  ; — how  much  room  there  is  for  the  exercife 
of  zeal  in  procuring  the  redrefs  of  grievances.  Nay, 
farther,  when  we  confider  the  ignorance  of  a  great 

C  2  part 

*  * 


part  of  our  countrymen  in  the  Highlands,  for  whofe 
moral  welfare  his  Majedy,  ever  defirous  of  promot¬ 
ing  the  happinefs,  and  feduloufly  attentive  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  his  people,  has  in  this,  as  on  former  oc- 
cafions  of  the  meeting  of  the  General  AflTembly,  tranf- 
rnitted,  by  his  High  Commiffioner,  L.iooo  Sterling  ; 
one  can  hardly  help  being aflonifhed,  that  seal,  which 
might  well  be  exercifed  on  the  neared  and  mod  in- 
tereding,  fhould  be  placed  on  the  mod  didant  and 

vague  concerns.  If  the  Affembly  liden  to  thefe  over- 

»  '  .  T ""  * 

tures,  they  ought  to  requed  his  Majefty  to  withdraw 
or  change  the  object  of  his  bounty,  we  having  no 
more  occafion  for  its  exercife  in  our  own  country  o 
Tor  while  there  remains  at  home  a  fingle  individual 
without  the  means  pf|religious  knowledge,  to  propa¬ 
gate  it  abroad,  would  be  improper  and  abfurd.  But 
our  miflionaries  have  not  merely  a  field,  for  the  dis¬ 
play  of  their  talents  and  difinteredednefs  in  cur 
Highland  country  ;  no  ;  for  our  religion  requires  to 
be  defended,  as  well  as  propagated,  at  home.  The 
dream  of  infidelity  and.  licentioufnels,  which  “for¬ 
merly  prevaded  but  a  fpeculative  few,  and  fpread  lit¬ 
tle  of  its  contagious  influence  among  the  multitude, 
and  which  alfo  flowed  in  fecret,  as  if  to  fhun  the  eye  of 
day,  has  of  late,  fed  by  that  of  a  neighbouring  coun¬ 
try,  fwelled  into  a  raging  flood,  which,  overflowing 
its  ancient  barriers,  ruflies  amain  throughout  the  land, 
and  threatens,  in  its  courfe,  to  make  a  'difinal  wreck 
of  every  thing  glorious  it  contains.  To  check  this 
headlong  torrent  in  its  career,  and  to  reduce  it  with¬ 
in  its  former  limits,  let  the  talents  and  zea*  °f  every 
fincere  chriftian  be  roufed  to  aftive  energy.  What 
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•General  would  defire  to  atchieve  diftant  conquefb, 
and  fcatter,  for  this  purpofe,  his  troops  over  a  diftant 
and  drange  land,  when  the  enemy’s  forces  were  al¬ 
ready  pouring  into  his  own  country,  eftranging  the 
■citizens  from  Lis  intereds,  and  diredingthe  whole 
force  of  their  artillery  againft  the  walls  of  his  Capital  ? 

I  cannot  but  refled  with  furprife,  that,  the  very 
men,  who,  in  their  iermons,  by  their  fpeeches,  by  their 
publications,— in  fhort,  by  every  thing,  but  their  own 
lives,  are  anxious  to  fhew  to  the  w7orld  the  growing 
profligacy  of  the  times  at  home,— I  cannot  but  refled 
with  furprife,  that  thefe  are  the  very  men  mod  zeal- 
ous  in  promoting  this  expedition  abroad.” — 

Here  Mr  Macbean  interrupting  the  fpeaker,  who 
fat  down,  called  him  to  order,  and  faid  “  he  was 
ufing  improper  language,”  &c.  evidently  miflaking 
what  Mr  Hamilton  faid  in  compliment  of  the  cha-  ' 
rader  of  the  promoters  of  the  Miflionary  So¬ 
cieties,  for  a  cenfure.  After  a  little  altercation, 
Mr  Hamilton  refumed  his  fpeech  as  follows.  : 

“  When,  therefore,  Sir,  I  confider  that  the  prefent 
plan  of  propagating  the  Gofpel  may  terminate  injuri- 
oufly,  but  promifes  no  advantage  to  our  fellow  crea¬ 
tures  ;  and  that  if  it  even  wore  a  favourable  afped,and 
led  us  to  anticipate  a  happy  iflue,  much  more  fpeedy 
and  certain  good  might  be  done  at  home  \  I  feel  my- 
"  felf  \lifpofed  to  meet  it  with  my  warmed  oppofition, 
and  to  give  it  my  hearty  and  immediate  negative. 
For  how  can  I  approve  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  connder  overtures,  of  the  objed  of 
which  I  fo  much  difapprove.  It  has  pleafed  Pro¬ 
vidence  to  vifit  us  with  national  calamities,  tne  ef¬ 
fects  of  one  of  which,  fcarcity,  the  lower  orders  in. 
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the  rigorous  winter  of  1794—5,  mofl  Severely  felt  5 
and,  fmce  that  time, to  threaten  us  with  Something  like 
a  national  famine,  which  all  ranks  mull  fear  and  feel, 
if  a  plentiful  harvefl,  or  a  fupply  from  foreign  mar» 
kets,  do  not  annihilate  the  danger.  Meanwhile,  eve¬ 
ry  article  of  life,  not  merely  the  Superfluities  of  the 
rich,  but  the  neceffaries  of  the  poor,  have  rifen  to  an 
enormous  price.  But,  to  the  honour  of  Britifh  libe¬ 
rality  be  it  fpoken,  the  donations  of  the  affluent, 
throughout  all  the  extent  of  our  land,  have  been  in 
proportion  to  the  wants  of  the  indigent. — -The  mo¬ 
ney  on  that  occafion  colleded  is  not  yet  wholly  ex¬ 
pended,  but  numerous  are  thofe  whom  it  ftill  fup- 
plies.  When,  however,  we  are  hardly  recovered 
from  the  effeds  of  thefe  trying  calamities,  I  deprecate 
the  idea  of  applying  for  a  new  fubfcription,  upon  a 
fcheme  fo  extraordinary  and  romantic.  I  am,  there- 

#  •  •  •  '  v  •  1 

fore,  truly  forry  to  fay,  that  fome  of  our  brethren, 
without  confuting  any  Ecclefiaflical  Courts,  Have 
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not  only  joined  with  thefe  focieties,  but  fet  apart,  to 
their  ufe,  the  money  colleded  for  the  poof.  For  fuch  * 
improper  condud,  cenfure  is  too  fmall  a  mark  of  dis¬ 
approbation  : — it  w6uld,  l  doubt  not,  be  a  legal  fub- 
jed  of  penal  profecution.  Upon  the  whole,  while  we 
pray  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel,  and  pati¬ 
ently  await  its  period,  let  us  unite  in  refolutely  rejed- 
ing  thefe  overtures.  For  when,  to  the  corifiderations 
I,  a  little  ago,  mentioned,  that  much  hurt  may  be  done 
by  fending  miffionaries  abroad,  but  much  good  by 
their  flaying  at  home ; — when  to  thefe  I  add  the 
very  peculiar  impropriety  of  bringing  forward  this 
plan  at  fqch  a  feafon  of  fcarcity  as  the  prefen1,  I  am' 
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'Obliged  heartily  to  oppofe  the  motion  for  a  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  to  fubftitute  in  its  place,  this  Motion ,  “  that 
the  Overtures  from  the  Synods  of  Fife  and  Moray  be 
immediately  dif miffed 

The  Rev.  Dr  John  Frfkine ,  one  of  the  Minifters  of 
Edinburgh. 

“  Moderator,  before  offering  my  fentiments  to  the 
houfe  on  this  important  fubjed,  I  mull  exprefs  my  fur- 
prifeat,  and  call  for  an  explanation  of  a  fad,  or  pre¬ 
tended  fad,  of  which  I  never  before  heard,  but  Which 
the  laft  fpeaker  has  boldly  aliened  I  mean,  that  feve- 
ral  minifters,  friends  to  the  Miftionary  Societies,  have 
applied  to  their  ufe,  money  colleded  for  the  poor* 
This,  if  true,  was  a  criminal  procedure,  and  ought 
to  be  feverely  cenfured.  But,  as  the  charge  has  been 
advanced  in  vague  and  general  terms,  and  may  fa¬ 
tally  wound  the  charaders.  of  the  innocent,  I  think 
I  am  entitled  to  demand,  that  the  guilty  perfohs,  and 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  be  fpecified  \  and  ftiould 
the  accufation  prove  ill  founded,  I  truft  it  Ihall  meet 
with  merited  contempt.” 

A  cry  of  “  Explain,  explain,”  then  took  place. 
A  confiderable  paufe  fucceeded,  after  which  Mr 
Hamilton  faid,  he  only  meant  to  have  obferved,  that 
as  Church-door  colledions  were  fet  apart  for  the 
£oor  y  fo  to  apply  them  to  any  other  purpofe,  with¬ 
out  confent  of  the  Affembly,  was,  in  his  opinion,  un¬ 
warrantable.  He  did  not  mean  that  money  ex- 
prefsly  and  profeffedly  colleded  for  the  poor,  had  been 
otherwife  applied,  but  only,  that  as  all  money  collec¬ 
ted  at  church  doprs  feemed  to  belong  to  the  poor* 
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any  other  mode  of  difpofing  of  it  was  an  infringe* 
ment  on  their  privileges. 

Dr  JLrJklne  then  proceeded  :  u  The  charge  which 
at  firft  fo  much  ftartled  me,  has  now  dwindled 
almoft  into  nothing,  and  I  fhail  beftow  only  a  few 
words  on  it ;  fuch  as  it  is,  it  applies  to  myfelf, 
and  I  fiippofe,  to  many  Members  of  this  Affembly* 
I  never  imagined  there  could  ■  be  any  harm  in  a  mi- 
hifter,  with  cdnfent  of  his  Seffion,  making  a  collec¬ 
tion  on  an  extraordinary  occafton,  for  any  particular 
purpofe,  provided  that  purpofe  were  fairly  flated,  and 
publickly  intimated  :  the  poor  having  their  ufual 
collections,  cannot  properly  complain  ;  and  in  reality 
inflead  of  thinking  a  voluntary  donation  for  fuch  a 
purpofe  at  the  church  door,  from  thofe  who  can  well 
afford  it,  takes  from  the  fcanty  pittance  of  the  indi¬ 
gent,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  it  adds 
to  it,  by  keeping  the  mind  alive  to  the  feelings  of 
fympathy  and  of  charity.  Without  faying  any  Aiore 
of  this,  then,  I  (hall  proceed  to  the  proper  fubjeCl  of 
difeuflion.  So  much  has  been  faid  by  the  learned 
Gentleman  oppofite,  (Mr  Heron )  who  made  the 
motion,  which  1  have  feconded,  of  the  excellency  of 
the  Chriffian  religion,  in  a  temporal,  as  well  as  fpi- 
ritual,  point  of  view,  in  civilizing  fociety,  as  well  as 
carrying  forward  the  moral  improvement  of  the  indi¬ 
viduals  who  compofe  it,  that  I  fliall  hot  add- one  word 
to  what  he  has  adduced  ;  but  rather  proceed  to  take 
a  fliort  hiftorical  view  of  what  has  hitherto  been  done 
to  propagate  the  Gofpel,  and  what  our  fituation  and 
circumftances  enable,  and  make  it  incumbent  on  us, 
to  do.  I  intend  alfo,  before  concluding,  to  offer  fuch 
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remarks  as  may  occur  to  me,  on  the  fpeech  of  my 
young  brother  who  fp-.ke  laft.  Roman  Catholics 
plead,  as  a  mark  of  a  true  church,  their  zeal  in  pro¬ 
pagating  Chritlianity  ;  boaft  of  the  numerous  mif- 
fions  of  Jeluits  and  other  orders  ;  and,  with  an  air 
of  triumph  afk,  if  the  indifference  of  Proteftants  in 
fpreading  the  Gofpel,  does  not  argue  .hat  their  con- 
vi&ion  of  irs  truth  is  not  true.  I  mult  conlefs  that 
they  have  fhewn  great  zeal  in  the  propagation  of  their 
religion,  but  by  what  motives  they  have  been  fecretly 
actuated,  let  an  appeal  to  their  conduct  determine. 
How  then  have  they  enlightened  dark  nations  ?  They 
have  pretended  to  give  fpiritual  happinefs  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  people  among  whom  they  have  preached, 
while,  in  the  eye  of  an  impartial  obferver,  their  foot- 
iteps  have  left  no  traces  behind,  but  thofe  of  tem¬ 
poral  mifery.  "With  their  lips  they  have  recommend¬ 
ed  to  their  choice,  fpiritual  and  heavenly  treafuies, 
while  the  rapacious  hand  was  inltantly  to  (trip  them 
of  all  their  earthly  poffeffions  •,  when  inviting  them 
to  fpiritual  freedom,  they  have  loaded  their  bodies 
•with  the  mod  degrading  chains.  They  have  taught 
them  humility,  that  themfelves  might  exercife  price; 
and  kept  them  as  much  as  polfible  in  ignorance, 
well  aware  of  what  they  had  to  dread  from  the  en¬ 
largement  of  their  knowledge.  Thus  have  they  been 
employed  in  amaffing  riches,  while  they  profeffed  to 
be  fpreading  abroad  religion,  chiefly  chufing  thofe 
countries  for  millions  where  a  luxuriant  foil  plen¬ 
tifully  furnifhed  them  with  the  conveniences  and 

delicacies  of  life  to  fweeten  their  labours;,  or,  where 
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the  abundance  of  gold,  filver,  and  precious  fiones* 
might  reward  thbm.  So  that  their  teft  of  the 
true  church  is  rather  an  evidence  of  a  falfe  one. 
But  notwithftanding  their  condudt  gave  the  lie  to 
their  profeffion,  yet  their  great  pretended  zeal  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  body  of  the  people,  a  proof  at  lead 
of  the  fmcerity  of  their  belief,  if  not  of  the  truth 
of  their  doctrine.  They  point  to  us  with  the  finger 
of  derifion,  and  afk  what  we  have  done  to  fpread 
abroad  the  faith  we  pretend  to  value  fo  much  ?  — Let 
us  not  (brink  from,  nor  defpife  a  queftion,  which 
it  is  natural  enough  to  afk.  But  let  us  meet  ity 
not  by  an  anfwer  of  words,  but  of  deeds  ?  Le<  us 
evince  to  them,  and  to  the  world,  by  our  zeal  on 
this  occafion,  the  fincerity  of  our  belief ;  and  by  the 
conduct  of  our  miflionaries  abroad,  let  us  atteft  the 
purity  of  the  principles  by  which  we  are  animated. 
Till  we  take  this  meafure,  we  fhall  not  be  able  to 
(Hence  their  reptoaches,,  nor  to  prevent  them  from 
unhappily  influencing  rhe  mafs  of  the  people.  Glo¬ 
rious  are  the  effects  which  a  well  directed  effort  of  this 
kind  may  be  expected  to  produce,  on  the  morals  and 
happinefs  of  the  people  abroad,  as  well  as  of  thofe 
at  home.  How  fhall  we  hereafter  pray  that  the  Re¬ 
deemer’s  <c  kingdom  may  come — his  will  be  done 
on  Earth  as  it  is  done  in  Heaven/’  if  we  negledt 
an  opportunity  apparently  fo  favourable  for  bring¬ 
ing  about  this  happy  event  ?  But  though  Protefl- 
ants,  in  general,  have  not  done  fo  much  as  might 
have  been  expe&ed,  yet  neither  have  they  been  fo 

retnifs  as  Fapilts  pretend.  One  northern  nation  of 
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Europe,  the  Danes,  though  the  leaft  confiderable 
of  her  maritime  powers,  have  done  more  to  pro¬ 
pagate  the  goipel,  than  ail  the  other  proteftant  dates 
of  Europe  put  together.  The  millionaries  of  the  Society 
of  Unitas  fratrum,  or  Moravians  have  carried  the 
glad  tidings  of  falvation  to  Greenland,  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  and  many  parts  ot  Africa  and  America.  I  pre¬ 
tend  not  to  acquit  fome  of  this  denomination,  when 
they  firft  appeared,  from  fome  tintfture  of  fanaticifm, 
and  antinomianifm  ;  yet  even  then*  by  the  hay  and 
ftubble  they  built  on  the  true  foundation,  fimpbcity 
of  manners  was  little  corrupted  among  rnoft  of  them  : 
and  in  later  times  they  remain  as  honeft  and  difinter- 
efted  as  ever,  and  have  become  much  more  liberal- 
minded  and  enlightened.  The  difciples  excel  the 
founder  of  the  fe£t.  Much  entertainment  and  in- 
ftru&ion  is  contained  in  Crantz’s  account  of  their 
Greenland,  and  Latrobe’s  of  their  African  and  North 
American,  millions. 

“  In  the  reign  of  the  glorious  King  William  the 
third,  a  fociety  was,  by  royal  authority,  inftituted  in 
London,  for  the  purpofe  of  propagating  the  goip61, 
which,  for  many  years  after  its  inftitution,  com¬ 
municated  precious  light  to  multitudes,  who  muft 
otherwife  have  remained  in  darknefs.  Early  in  the 
prefent  century,  a  fociety  for  propagating  chriftian 
knowledge  was  ere&ed  in  Scotland.  But,  though 
their  charter  enabled  them  to  extend  their  efforts  to 
foreign  parts,  their  funds,  rapidly  as  they  have  of 
late  increafed,  through  the  well  founded  confidence 

®f  the  public,  are  ftill  infufficient,  even  for  their 
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chief  deftgn,  the  providing  of  fchools  and  catechiflg 
to  the  highlands  and  iflands  of  Scotland.  The  funds 
exprefsly  allocated  for  foreign  parts,  though  wifely  and 
faithfully  applied,  have  done  left  j;han  could  have  been 
wifhed,  and  cannot  be  transferred  to  other  purpofes 
than  thofe  appointed  by  the  donors.  The  extent  of 
their  funds  has  lately  occafioned  complaints  that  they 
have  done  po  more.  But  when  the  purpofes  for 
which  thofe  funds  were  deftined,  and  to  which  they 
have  been  applied  are  publifhed  to  the  wofld,  as  they 
fcon  \yill  be,  the  groundleffnefs  of  thefe  complaints 
will  appear^ 

„  u  Several  millions  to  the  Heathen  have,  at  differ¬ 
ent  periods,  been  made  or  attempted,  but  on  lo  nar¬ 
row  a  fcale  that  no  reafonable  profpedt  of  advantage 
appeared  from  them  ;  and  they  have  fome  of  them, 
accordingly,  been  aitended  with  little  effedt,  whilft 
others  have  proved  altogether  abortive. 

Of  late,  however,  a  fpirit  for  propagating  the  gof- 
pel,more  favourable  in  its  afpedt,becaufe  more  general 
in  its  views,  and  more  liberal  and  comprehenfive  in  its 
nature,  than  that  of  any  former  period,  has  appeared  in 
Britain.  Mifiionary  Societies  have  already  been  fpon- 
taneoufly  inffituted  in  various  parts  of  this  ifland.  The 
example  was  firft  fet  a  few  years  ago  by  fome  worthy 
#Baptift  minifters  in  Northampton  and  Leicefler- 
fhirts  ;  and  laft  year  many  Chriftians,  of  different  der 
nominations,  eredted  a  miflionary  Society  at  London, 
whofe  funds  and  exertions  are  well  known.  Scot- 
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land  has  caught  ihe  facred  flame.  Similar  focieties  * 

have  been  inhumed  in  this  city,  in  Giafgow,  and  in 
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Paifley.  Subfcriptions  to  a  large  amount  have  al* 
ready  been  received  by  them,  ana  moie  are  ex- 
ptded.  Thefe  focieties  are  differently  conftituted 
from  each  other,  and  have  different  decrees  of  con¬ 
nexion.  Of  all  of  them  I  approve  more  or  lefs ;  of 
all  of  them  the  great  ot jed  is  the  fame ;  and,  how¬ 
ever  different  the  feds  engaged  in  them,  all  points  of 
inferior  moment  are  loll  in  the  grand  and  ge¬ 
neral  caufe.  Much  prudence,  I  own,  is  requifite,  in 
carrying  forward  a  matter  of  equal  importance  and 
delicacy.  It  ought  therefore  to  be  promoted  by  the 
■wifdom  of  the  clergy,  as  well  as  the  money  of  the 
people.  Many  and  great  obftacles  may  be  expeded 
to  arife,  after  all,  to  retard  or  fruftrate  the  defign ; 
but  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  fome  fuccefs  in  exe¬ 
cuting  it,  and,  at  any  rate,  if  it  fhould  fail,  it  may 
pave  the  w  -.y  for  a  urure  and  more  profperous  effort. 

«  I  fhall  now  ven  ure  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  fome 
parts  of  the  fpeech  which  my  young  brother,  who 
fpoke  iaft,  made  with  fo  much  eloquence.  To  this 
quality  of  eloquence  I  have  no  pretenfion.  I  regret 
tnat,  in  my  youth,  thefe  was  not  fufficient  attention 
paid  to  this  ltudy,  and  that  there  was  no  profeffor  of 
rhetoric  in  this  or  any  oth.r  Scots  College.  What  I 
know  of  its  principles  1  owe  chiefly  to  my  worthy  and 
revered  inftrud  r,  the  la4e  Mr  Stevenfon,  profeffor  of 
Logic  :  but  if  my  arguments  be  folid  they  may  (land, 
though  unembellifhed  by  the  flowers  of  imagery,  and 
if  e  graces  of  ffyle.  I  hope  1  know  a  little  of  church 
Jiiffory,  and  oi  common  fenle. 

*  We  have  heard  much  of  the  neceflity  of  learning 

and 


i 


(  34  ) 

and  philofophy  to  precede  the  introduction  of  the 
gofpei  in  any  country.  It  has  even  been  laid  that 
favages,  or  thofe  nations  but  little  removed  from  a 
favage  date,  would  be  hurt  inftead  of  benefited  by  its 
propagation  among  them.  For  my  own  part.  Sir, 
I  have  always  confidered  it  the  peculiar  glory  of 
Chriftiapity,  that  it  is  adapted  alike  to  the  learned,  and 
to  the  unlearned  ;  to  the  citizen,  and  to  the  favage  ;  to 
the  bond,  and  to  the  free.  I  think  with  the  learned  gen¬ 
tleman  oppofite  (Mr  Heroii)  that  the  gofpei  of  Jefus 
C  hr  ill  not  only  enlightens  fpriritual  darknefs,  but 
promotes  temporal  civilization ;  and  therefore,  as  a 
friend  to  the  Lappinefs  of  the  human  race,  I  wifh  to 
extend  its  influence  as  widely  as  poffible.  Are  we 
not  tola  in  fcripture  that  “  the  law  of  the  Lord  is 
perfeCt  converting  the  foul,  the  teftimony  of  the  Lord 
is  lure,  making  wife  the  fimple  ?  &c.  Pfalm  xix, 

0 

Was  it  not  foretold  that  the  benign  influence  of  a 
preached  gofpei  fhould  extend  to  the  rude,  barbarous, 
and  unpolifhed,  as  well  as  to  the  learned,  and  civi¬ 
lized  ?  What  elfe  is  the  meaning  of  Ifmah’s  bold  me¬ 
taphors  ? u  The  defert  fhall  rejoice  and  bloflfom  as  the 
rofe.  Inftead  of  the  briar  fhalllpring  up  the  fir  tree, 
and  inftead  of  the  thorn  the  myrtle- tree.  The  wolf 
fhall  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  fhall  lye  , 
down  with  the  kid.”  Paul  accounted  himfelf  a 
debtor  both  to  the  Greeks  and  to  the  barbarians, 
both  to  the  wife  and  to  the  uawife.  He  could  not  have 
fuppofed,  as  in  Col.  iii.  12.,  that  to  barbarians  and 
Scythians  Chrifi:  w'as  all  and  in  all,  if  to  barbarians 
and  Scythians  Limit  had  not  been  preached.  It  isrj 
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k  corious  d'fcovery  that  Paul  did  not  preach  the  gcf- 
pel  at  Mehta,  left  the  morals  of  that  good  people 
Ihoulu  have  been  hurt  by  it.  Can  we  fuppofe,  when 
his  ihaking  off  the  viper,  unhurt,  made  fo  deep  an  im- 
preffion,  he  would  not  take  advantage  of  it  to  preach 
Chriif  ?  Or  that  when  he  prayed  over  the  father  of 
Publius,  he  did  not  pray  in  the  name  of  Jefus  ?  Or 
that  when  others  came  to  him  and  were  healed  of 
their  difeafes,  he  did  not  acquaint  them  who  it  was 
by  whole  power  they  were  healed  ?  Did  not  the 
fathers  of  the  fecond  century  bcaft  that  the  Mauri¬ 
tanians,  the  Getulians,  and  other  favage  nations  had 
fubmitted  to  the  governmentof  Zion’s  king  ?  Do  not 
many  of  us  know  the  fuccefs  of  an  Elliot,  of  the 
May  hews,  of  Mr  David  Brainerd,  and  others  among 
the  rough  and  cruel  North  American  Indians  ?  Sure¬ 
ly  the  Greenlanders,  and  thofe  on  the  coaff  of  La- 
bradore,  to  whom  the  Moravians  have  preached  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  were  not  more  enlightened  and  civilized 
than  the  Epicurean  and  Stoic  philofophers,  on  whom 
Paul's  learned  and  eloquent  fermon  at  Athens  had  fo 
little  effedt.  Some  of  my  young  brethren,  perhaps, 
think  me  a  fanatic,  and  may  therefore,  not  be  difpof- 
ed  to  receive  my  reafonirfg  and  opinion  as  to  the  Gof- 
pel  being  fit  for  barbarous,  ,as  well  as  polifhed  na¬ 
tions. — But  I  am  happy  I  can  ffatethis  as  being  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Chauncy,  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  near  Bofton  in  New  England,  a  man  who 
never  fell  under  fuch  a  fuipicion.  I  received  a  letter 
from  him  a  good  many  years  ago,  when  I  was  in  the 
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habit  of  taking  an  a&ive  fhare  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Society  for  propagating  chriftian  knowledge  \ 
wherein  he  oppofed  an  opinion,  advanced  I  think  in  a 
fermon  by  Dr  Brown,  author  of  the  EJlimate ,  &c.  that 
fcience  and  philofophy  ought  to  precede  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  Chriftianity  in  any  country.  My  young  brother 
urged  the  impropriety  of  afkingmiffionary  fubfcriptions 
in  a  feafon  of  fcarcity,  and  when  fo  much  has  been 
required,  and  afforded,  to  the  poor.  I  do  own  much 
has  been  required,  and  much  has  been  done,  for  the 
indigent  in  our  land  :  but  1  cannot  allow  that  our 
means  are  exhaufted,  or,  that  to  give  for  other  be¬ 
nevolent  purpofes  would  be  either  to  injure  them,  or 
to  take  undue  advantage  of  men’s  charitable  difpofi- 
tions.  For,  let  me  afk,  what  figns  of  fcarcity  do  the 
tables,  equipage,  or  general  ceconomy,  of  the  opu¬ 
lent,  exhibit  ?  Has  public  calamity  appeared  to  lef- 
fen,  either  the  power  or  inclination  to  extravagance  l 
Is  not  profufion  both  in  meats  and  dunks,  daily 
difplayed  on  our  boards  ?  do  not  as  fumptuous  car-* 
riages  and  numerous  attendants  appear  in  our  ftreets  l 
are  not  our  theatres,  affemblies,  card-tables,  and  o- 
ther  places  of  entertainment,  flill  as  much  frequent¬ 
ed  ? — and,  in  fhort,  is  not  luxury  in  all  its  forms,  as 
prevalent  amongft  us,  as  ever  ?  Befides  I  early  learn¬ 
ed,  and,  though  old,  have  nor  forgot  the  leffon,  that-— » 
the  exercife  of  every  habit  naturally  tends  to  ftreng- 
then  and  improve  it ;  and  therefore  I  incline  to  think 
that  a  wifh  to  benefit  our  fellow  creatures  in  diftant 
regions,  and  a  donation  for  that  purpofe,  would,  in- 
ftead  of  leffening,  increafe,  the  compafTion  of  the 
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giver,  for  the  needy*  at  home}  and  be  of  fervice  to 
them,  rather  than  of  difadvantage.  I  could  fay 
more  on  this  fubjeCt  were  it  neceflary  ;  but  I  do  not 
wifh  to  take  up  too  much  time.  The  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  which  I  feconded,  fo  completely 
exprefled  my  fentiments  as  to  the  impropriety  of  ap¬ 
pointing  any  collection,  or  oi ,  taking  any  decifive 
ftep  in  the  bufinefs,  at  prefent ;  that  I  {ball  not  repeat 
them,  but  conclude  with  exprefling  a  hope  that  his 
moderate  propofal  (hall  meet  with  the  fupport  of  men 
of  whatever  opinion,  as  to  the  grand  queftion.  As 
therefore,  I  have  already  feconded  the  motion, — for 
a  Committee,  to  enquire  and  report ; — So  I  now 
declare  it  continues  to  have  my  warmeft  fupport,  and 
will  I  hope  be  generally  acceptable.” 

The  Rev.  Dr  Alexander  Carlyle ,  minifter  of  Inverelk. 

**  Moderator,  my  reverend  brother,  whofe  univerfal 
charity  is  fo  well  known  to  me,  has  juft  been  giving 
a  new  and  extraordinary  inftance  of  it ;  no  lefs  than 
propofing  as  a  model  for  our  imitation,  the  zeal 
for  propagating  the  chriftian  religion,  difplayed  by 
Roman  Catholics  !  When  we  fee  the  tide  of  infideli¬ 
ty  and  licentioufnefs  fo  great  and  fo  conftantly  in- 
creafing  in  our  own  land,  it  would  indeed  be  highly 
prepofterous  to  carry  our  zeal  to  another,  and  a  far 
diftant  one :  when  our  religion  requires  the  moft  un¬ 
remitted  and  ftrenuous  defence  againft  internal  bava¬ 
rian,'  it  would  be  highly  abfurd  to  think  of  making 
diftant  converts  by  external  miflionaries.  This  is  in¬ 
deed  beginning  where  we  ftiould  end.  I  have,  on 
various  occafions,  during  a  period  of  almoft  half  a 
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century,  had  the  honour  of  being;  a  member  of  the 
General  Aflembly.  Yet  this  is  the  firft  time  I  re¬ 
member  to  have  ever  heard  fuch  a  propofal  made, 
and  I  cannot  help  alfo  thinking  it  the  worft  time.  As 
clergymen  let  us  pray  that  ChrilTs  kingdom  may 
come,  as  we  are  affured  it  ihall  come,  in  the  courfe 
of  providence.  Let  us  as  clergymen  alfo  inftrudt  our 
people  in  their  duty  ;  and  both  as  clergymen  and  as 
chr' Ilians,  let  our  light  fo  Ihine  before  men,  that,  fee- 
*ng  our  good  works,  they  may  be  led  to  glorify  our 
heavenly  Father.  This  is  the  true  mode  of  propagat¬ 
ing  the  Gofpel  ;  this  is  far  preferable  to  giving  coun¬ 
tenance  to  a  plan  which  has  well  been  ftyled  vifionary - 
I  therefore  do  heartily  fecond  the  motion  made  fome- 
time  ago  by  my  young  friend  (Mr  Hamilton) ,  behind 
me,  ‘  That  the  overtures  be  immediately  difmifled.’' 

p 

The  Rev.  John  Johnjlon ,  minifter  of  Crofsmichael, 
obferved — That  the  fubjedt  matter  of  difcuflion, 
before  the  venerable  Alfembly,  was  naturally  divid¬ 
ed  into  three  parts,  which,  as  they  had  already 
been  in  a  great  meafure  confidered  by  the  fpeakers 
who  had  preceded  him  ;  he  Ihould  greatly  abridge 
what  he  had  intended  to  fay  of  each.  The  firft 
part  of  the  fubjedt  of  enquiry'  was, — Whether  the 
objedt  propofed  is  in  itfelf  defirable.  The  fecond, 
— Whether  the  means  for  effecting  it  are  likely  to 
fucceed  and  ought  to  be  encouraged.  The  third — 
Whether  the  prefent  is  an  expedient  time  for  re¬ 
ducing  them  to  practice.  On  each  of  thefe  topics 
Mr  'johnjlon  dwelt  at.  confiderable  length;  but 
as  he  chiefly  went  over, — fometimes  indeed  fetting 
in  a  new  light, — the  arguments  which  had  before  been 
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adduced,  and  which  have  already  been  enumerated; 
it  would  be  adding  unneceffarily  to  the  length  of  this 
detail,  to  repeat  them  fully  in  this  place.  It  is  but 
jut,  however,  to  date  a  few  new  confiderations, 
which  he  brought  forward  on  the  third  part  of  his 
fpeech,  and  in  his  conclufion. 

“  With  refpedt,  Sir,  to  the  third  of  the*  topics  I 
mentioned — namely — the  feafonablenefs  of  the  pre- 
dent  time  for  carrying  into  effedt  this  objedt,  wrhich  I 
have  attempted  to  fhew  is  highly  defirable,  and  thefe 
means  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove  deferring 
of  our  approbation  and  encouragement  ;  I  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  while  fo  great  plenty  abounds 
among  the  opulent,  nay  among  many  of  the  adlive 
tradefmen,  manufacturers,  farmers,  &c.  in  the  land; 
there  is  no  hazard  of  the  poor  at  home  incurring 
negledt,  by  our  fending  fubfcriptions  for  propagating 
the  chriftian  faith  to  a  foreign  country.  Be  Tides, 
this  is  matter  not  of  compulfion,  but  of  voluntary 
choice  ; — no  man  is  afked  to  give  whofe  contribu¬ 
tion  might  injure,  either  his  own  family  and  connec¬ 
tions,  or  the  poor  in  his  neighbourhood.  Every  man 
is  left  to  judge  for  himfelf,  not  only  of  the  propriety 
of  giving  at  all,  but  of  the  precife  fum  he  can  afford, 
or  may  think  proper  to  give.  Were  I  indeed  to 
have  the  honour  of  reprefenting,  in  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  fome  of  my  fellow  citizens,  and  of 
fitting  of  courfe  in  a  legiflative  capacity,  to  delibe¬ 
rate  with  the  reft  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
refpe&ing  the  concerns  of  all ;  and  were  a  minifter 
to  propofe  at  this,  or  a  juncture  like  this,  to  levy  a 
tax  on  the  people  for  the  purpofe  of  propagating  the 
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Gofpel  of  Chrift'  among  the  heathen,  I,  For  Qnef 
would  meet  fuch  a  propofal  with  my  mod  decided 
oppofition.  I  might  then  fay  ;  6t  To  fupply  the  exN 
gencies  of  government  during  the  profecution  of  ,a 
long  and  an  unfuccefsful  war,  the  pecuniary  refources 
of  the  people  are  already  fufficiently  exhauded.  And 
is  this  the  time,  then,  to  think  of  obliging  the  people 
to  carry  forward  a  benevolent  fcheme  ?  Befides  the 
fcarcity  with  which  the  Almighty  has  feen  fit  to  vU 
fit  the  land,  of  which  the  effeCt  has  been,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  be,  the  abridgment  of  the  comforts  and  ne- 
celfaries,  and  an  increafe  of  the  expences  of  life,  tQ 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  at  leaft  ;  and  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  fupply  to  the  indigent,  from  the  opulent 
part  of  the  community,  is  of  itfelf,  independently  of 
the  calamities  of  war,  a  fufficient  reafon  for  oppofing 
this  chimerical  propofal  *  but  when  both  theffe,  ad¬ 
ded  to  other  caufes  which  might  be  enumerated, 
are  conlidered  colle&ively,  the  propofal  feems  abfurd 
in  the  extreme,  and  cannot  be  too  drenuoufly  oppof- 
t  ed.”  In  fuch  a  cafe,  I  fay,  I  might  have  made  ufe  v 
of  reafoning  like  this ;  but  happily,  Sir,  choice  not 
compulfion  is  or  can  be  alone  ufed,  by  this  Aflem- 
bly.  If  we  contribute  and  encourage  our  people  to 
contribute  both  liberally  and  cheerfully  in  fo  good  a 
caufe,  we  may  with  honed  confidence  hope  for  the 
return  of  profperity  to  our  country  :  we  may  an¬ 
ticipate  the  blefiings  of  a  fpeedy  and  tailing  peace, 
and  of  an  abundant  harveft  in  due  time,  to  fup¬ 
ply  our  wants.  But  this,  as  moft  of  the  other  ob¬ 
jections  urged  by  Mr  Hamilton ,  has  been  fo  excel¬ 
lently  anfwered  by  my  venerable  father  (Dr.  Erjkme )a 

that  I  lhall  wave  farther  reply  to  it,  and  only  notice 
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one  more,  namely,— that  the  doarine  of  fa7vafion 
by  faith ,  and  not  by  works ,  is  likely  to  be  both  impro¬ 
perly  urged  by  the  miffionaries,  and  perverted  to  the 
worft  purpofes,  in  practice,  by  thofe  who  are  taught 
to  believe  it.  This  argument,  however,  may  very 
fairly  be  retorted  on  thofe  who  ufe  it :  if  fuch  be  the 
danger,  ought  not  we  who  direct  the  people  in  holy 
things,  to  take  the  lead  alfo  in  this,  to  expofe  to  that 
deteftation  which  it  deferves,  fuch  Antinomian  tenets, 
and  to  prevail  with  all  feds,  as  much  as  poffible,  to 
fend  out  fuch  men  only  as  are  free  from  them.  If 
the  danger  exifts,  who  fo  proper  as  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland  to  prevent  it  ? 

66  But,  after  all,  fays  the  fame  gentleman,  do  what 
you  may,  the  people  will  ufe  the  doctrine  in  fpite  of 
the  efforts  of  miffionaries  to  prevent  it,  as  a  plea  for 
every  immorality.  I  am  far  from  denying  the  cau¬ 
tion  necelfary  in  handling  fo  delicate  a  point ;  far 
from  being  blind  to  the  danger  which,  to  unthinking 
minds,  may  refult  from  it  9  but,  I  have  no  doubt^ 
means  may  be  ufed  to  obviate  fuch  danger  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  the  whole  fyftem  of  ehriftianity  is  fo  adverfe  to 
immorality,  that  this  idea  can  only  be  of  temporary 
duration.  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  however  proper  a 
colle&ion  may  be,  ,we  props fe  no  colle&ion  at  prefent; 
a  Committee  to  examine  and  to  report ,  is  all  the  defire 
we  have  hitherto  expreffed  ;  a  defire  fo  reafonable 
that  it  can  hardly  be  denied  ;  fo  ufeful,  that  it  feems, 
of  all  expedients,  the  mod  likely  to  produce  a  juft 
decifion. 

«  Bur,  Sir,  I  have  now  an  amendment  to  propofe 
which  I  hope  will  be  agreeable  to  this  houfe,  and 
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which,  if  agreeable  to  the  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion  for  a  Committee,  I  lhall  preface  his  motion 
with  ;  and,  fo  prefaced,  fecond  that  motion.  The 
amendment  is,  “  that  the  houfedo  approve  the fpirit  of 
the  overtures — An  amendment  which  I  trull  may 
prove  acceptable  to  every  one  ;  as  all  who  have  fpo- 
ken,  and  I  dare  fay  all  who  have  been  filent,  confefs 
the  objedt  to  be  good,  and  therefore  approve  the  fpi¬ 
rit  of  the  overtures,  which  make  that  object  matter  of 
difcuflion. — I  now  therefore  move  the  amendment, 
and  fecond  the  motion  fo  amended. 

cc  That  the  Alfembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
do  approve  the  fpirit  of  the  overtures  from  the  Sy¬ 
nods  of  Fife  and  Moray  ;  but  not  having  the  proper 
information  before  them  to  enable  them  at  prefent  to 
come  to  any  refolution  refpeding  the  objedl  pro- 
pofed  ;  do  appoint  a  Committee.”  See.  , 

Mr  Heron  having  fignified  his  alfent  to  the  motion 
thus  amended,  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

\ 

The  Rev.  Dr  George. Hilly  Principal  of  St.  Mary’s 
College,  in  the  TJniverfity  of  St.  Andrews. 

Moderator,  my  reverend  Father,  Dr  Erjkine,  has 
this  day  delivered  his  fentiments  with  his  ufual  ear- 
neftnefs,  and  made  an  imprelfion  on  the  members  of 
this  Houfe,  which  fuch  earneltnefs,  with  his  ability, 
is  always  calculated  to  produce.  He  has  not  con¬ 
vinced  me,  however,  of  the  propriety  of  fupporting 
or  appointing  a  Committee  to  enquire  and  report, 
concerning  the  two  overtures  now  under  our  difeuf- 
fion.  One  of  thefe  overtures  came  from  the  Synod 
of  Fife,  and  is  Hated  to  have  met  with  the  unanimous 
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eonfent  of  the  members  of  that  Synod.  I  am  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Synod  of  Fife  *,  I  confefs  I  was  prefent 
when  the  overture  was  introduced,  and  when  it  was 
agreed  to  have  it  tranfmitted.  As  it  pafted  unani- 
moufly  I  among  others  mud  have  agreed  to  it :  I  own 
I  did  agree  to  it. — Have  I  then,  it  may  naturally  be 
enquired,  and  if  I  have,  on  what  ground,  have  I 
changed  my  opinion  refpecting  the  implied  objedt  of 
this  overture  ?  I  (hall  fairly  anfwer  I  have  not 
changed  my  opinion ;  for,  though  my  information 
was  then  lefs  refpecting  the  miffionary  focieties  than 
it  now  is,  yet,  what  I  then  knew  led  me  to  with,  that 
they  might  not  obtain  the  countenance  of  this  vener¬ 
able  Affembly :  and  I  further  anfwer,  that  if  a  word 
refpecting  thefe  focieties  had  been  mentioned  in  this 
overture,  I  (hould  have  warmly  oppofed  it,  and  if 
feconded,  ffiould  have  divided  the  Synod.  In  the 
overture,  as  originally  propofed  and  given  in  by  a  wor¬ 
thy  member  of  the  Synod  of  Fife  whom  I  have  in 
my  eye,  (Mr  Samuel  Martin  minifter  of  Monimail,) 
and  who  can  atteft  all  I  am  faying,  there  was  indeed 
a  preamble  expreffive  of  approbation  of  the  condudt 
of  thofe  employed  in  promoting  the  caufe  of  the 
Miffionary  Societies.  The  fubftance  of  this  preamble 
ft2ted,  “  That  a  defirable  fpirit  having  of  late  ap¬ 
peared  to  pervade  a  numerous  body  of  our  fellow 
chriftians,  in  various  parts  of  this  liland,  for  propa¬ 
gating  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  it  is  therefore 
humbly  overtured  to  the  Affiembly”  Ac.  as  expref- 
fed  in  the  overture  on  your  table.  This,  Sir,  was 
originally  the  fubftance  of  the  preamble  to  this  over¬ 
ture,  and  L  declared  on  hearing  it,  what  I  have  ai- 
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ready  repeated,  that,  fhould  any  fuch  preamble  have  ' 
appeared  in  the  overture,  I  fhould  have  ftrentioufly 
oppofed,  and  divided  the  Synod  upon  it*  As  it 
pleated  the  gentleman  who  propofed  it,  however,  to 
leave  out  this  highly  objtdionable  claufe,  I  faw  no 
reafon  for  refufmg  my  affent  to  it,  as  it  at  prefent 
ftands.  The  overture  teemed  to  have  a  pious  objed 
in  view  ;  and,  if  not  promifing  to  be  ufeful,  teemed 
at  lead  to  promife  to  be  innocent,  in  its  effeds.  Ia 
its  prefent  form  the  Affembly  may  take  it  up  or  not* 
juft  as  they  think  proper.  It  is  clothed  in  expreffions 
fo  general  and  vague  ;  it  recommends  an  objed  fo 
truly  chriftian,  and  warranted  by  fcripture  prophe¬ 
cy,  yet  fo  great  and  comprehenfive  in  its  afped  ;■ 
involving  fo  many  perplexing  confederations  ;  and 
promifing  fo  uncertain  contequences ;  that  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think  the  Affembly  are  not  called  on  to 
confider  it ;  but  might  fimply  difmifs  it  at  once,  as 
wanting  a  fpecific  objed.  This  however  we  have 
not  thought  proper  to  do  ;  bat  agreed  to  let  it  ftand 
©r  fall  along  with  that  from  the  Synod  of  Moray,  a- 
gainft  which  no  fuch  objedion  can  be  made.  In- 
ftead  therefore  of  taking  any  further  feparate  notice 
of  the  overture  from  the  Synod  of  Fife,  into  whofe 
proceedings  on  this  bufinefs,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
enter  fo  minutely,,  having  the  hongur  of  being  a 
member  of  it ;  I  fhall,  without  any  more  delay,  pro¬ 
ceed  to  ftate  my  fentiments  on  the  overture  from  the 
Synod  of  Moray,  of  which  fo  much  has  been  faid* 
This  overture  is  fpecific  enough  in  its  objed,  I  am 
fure;  it  boldly  recommends  to  us  not  merely  to 
give  countenance  to  the  Miftionary  Societies  by  a 
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vote,  but  to  fupport  them  by  a.  public  collection 
appointed,  by  our  authority,  through  all  Scotland. 
The  ob:e£l  all  chriftians  muff  allow,  as  all  the  ipeak- 
ers  have  this  day  agreed,  to  be  in  itfelf  defirable. 
But  the  objed  itfelf  I  do  not  think  ought  fo  much  to 
have  been  the  topic  of  difcuflion,  as  the  means  which 
are  here  infinuated,  or  recommended.  The  objeft 
we  can  at  any  future  feafonable  period  -voluntarily 
confider,  and  devife  means  for  ourfelves  of  promoting 
it  ;  but  at  prelent  our  bufinefs  is  with  the  Miflionary 
Societies  ;  and  I  cannot  help  wondering  at  the  very 
flight  notice  which  has  hitherto  been  taken  of  them, 
in  this  debate,  as  theft  meafures  are  exprelsly  recom¬ 
mended,  and  fupport  to  them  exprefsly  folicited,  in 

the  overture. 

“  My  reverend  Father,  Dr  Erjkine,  has  only  touched 
their  furface,  with  delicacy  and  tendernefs ;  for  his 
fagacity  and  difcernment  muft  have  led  him  to  per¬ 
ceive,  that  they  would  not  bear  a  more  critical  in- 
fpection :  Nay,  he  even  has  gone  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that 
he  approves  of  all  the  Societies  which  have  been  form 
ed  for  this  purpofe,  “  more  or  let's,”  a  confeflion  which 
feems  equivalent  to  his  owning  that  he  does  not  ap¬ 
prove  entirely  of  any.  But  as  he  has  thought  tit  only 
to  touch  them  flightiy,  1  now  beg  leave  to  ptobe  them 
fomewhat  deeply  ;  becaufe  we  ought  to  be  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  them  betore  coming  to  a  decifton,  and 
becaufe,  when  1  lhall  have  accomplifhed  this,  a  de- 
cilinn  may,  peihaps,be  no  difficult  matter.  The  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  members  and  promoters  of  lVIiilionary 
Societies  came  little  wfhin  the  fp’nere  of  my  oWerva- 
tion,  and  indeed  were  not  oi  a  magnitude  to  excite 
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general  attention,  till  the  month  of  March  laft,  when, 
doubtiefs,  in  common  with  many  of  my  brethren,  I 
received,  by  poft,  a  printed  paper  containing  a  ge¬ 
neral  epiftle  from  an  Edinburgh  Miffionary  Society. 
This  epiftle  or  addrefs  was  fuperfcribed  as  follows  ? 
<c  The  Edinburgh  Millionary  Society, — -to  them  that 
have  obtained  like  precious  faith  with  us,  through 
the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrilt figned  by  a  Gentleman  wholly  unknown 
to  me,  and  denominated  Secretary,  with  regula¬ 
tions,  & c.  of  faid  fociety,  and  a  lift  of  the  Com-  * 
mittee  of  Dire&ors.  Though  fent  only  from  the 
Millionary  Society  of  Edinburgh,  yet  it  fo  much  ap¬ 
proves,  and  feems  fo  clofely  to  follow  the  reft,  that  it 
may  be  fairly  taken  as  a  true  fpecimen  of  them  all. 
Ti  is  naturally  led  me  to  pay  attention  to  the  fubjed  ^ 
in  particular,  to  examine  minutely  the  printed  paper 
fent  to  me  in  the  form  of  a  letter  ;  and  on  reading 
it,  I  was  forcibly  ftruck  with  a  fpirit  of  conceit  which 
it  breathes  throughout.- — As  an  inftance,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  as  a  proof  of  the  alfertion,  I  need  only 
mention  the  paragraph  in  which  the  former  attempts 
of  focieties,  or  individuals,  of  Proteftants  in  general, 
are  fo  llightly  noticed,  as  hardly  to  lead  any  one,  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  fad,  to  difcover  that  any  thing  had  been 
undertaken  or  accomplilhed,  but  what  mull  excite  a 
compallion  bordering  on  contempt,  for  the  vail  dis¬ 
proportion  pf  the  means  to  the  end,  except  by  them- 
felves.  But  little  indeed  as  they  allow  to  others, 
their  opinion  and  profeffions  refpeding  themfelves 
cannot  be  accufed  of  undue  diffidence  : — no,  we 
£hall  loon  ihew  that  thefe  are  towering  in  the  ex¬ 
treme, 
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treme  Of  their  error,  to  call  it  by  its  gentleft  name, 
in  pafling  over  fo  nightly  the  important  attempts  for- 
merly  made,  every  one  who  has  heard  my  Reveren 
Father’s  excellent  hiftorical  detail,  mull  be  fully  con¬ 
vinced  :  of  the  truth  of  their  better  opinion  of  them- 
felves,  we  cannot  as  yet  fo  fully  judge.  But  not  only 
is  their  plan,  according  to  themfelves,  incomparably 
more  important  and  extenfive  in  its  nature,  but  alio 
far  more  intrinfically  excellent  than  any  former  one. 

As  I  have  a  copy  of  the  paper  in  my  hand,  I  lha 
read  part  ©f  the  fixth  paragraph  from  the  beginning 
of  the  letter,  to  make  this  diftinftly  evident :  this 
paragraph  is  the  firft  wherein  their  particular  views 
are  developed,  the  former  ones  containing  general  ex- 
preffions  refpeding  the  ftate  of  religion,  of  the 
heathen,  &c.  The  fixth  paragraph  runs  thus:— 

“  We  truft,  however,  that,  by  the  grace  of  God,  we 
have  been  enabled  to  fhake  off  the  fetters  of  fuper- 
ftition  and  intolerance.  We  feek  not  to  export  the 
Shibboleth  of  a  party  ;  nor  would  we  fupplant  the 
artifices  of  Pagan  Priefthood,  by  fuperior  refinements 
in  clerical  impofture.  We  defire  to  abide  by  the 
fcriptures  alone  ;  and  the  fcriptures  alone  we  would 
offer  to  our  brethren,”  See.  One  of  the  moft  re¬ 
markable  exprefiions  which  here  occurs  is,  “  We 
feek  not  to  export  the  Shibboleth  of  aparty."  This,  how¬ 
ever,  is  an  indefinite  expreffion,  and  we  naturally  de¬ 
fire  to  have  it  accurately  explained.  Such  explana- 
nation  we  may  find  by  turning  to  the  third  page 
of  faid  printed  paper,  where  we  meet  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  refolution,  not  inferted  in  the  letter,  but  in 

the  regulations  annexed.  The  third  regulation  of 
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the  fociety  of  this  city,  under  the  article— Miffionaries 
—is  as  follows  : — Ci  Every  miffionary  to  be  -ordain¬ 
ed,  (hall,  after  having  been  approved  of  by  the  fociety, 
be  remitted  for  ordination  to  the  particular  religious 
connexion  to  which  he  belongs/’  &c.  Alas  1  is  this 
the  whole  extent  of  the  liberality  fo  much  profefied  ? 
Is  this  the  fenfe  in  which  the  foibboleth  of  a  party  is 
declaimed  ?  What  can  be  more  palpably  plain  than 
that  this  remiffion  of  the  approved  miffionaries,  for 
ordination,  to  the  particular  fed:  to  which  they  be¬ 
long,  (and  we  find  that  all  feds  are  invited  to  join 
in  the  undertaking)  is,  in  fad,  fending  out  the  fbib - 
boleth  of  a  party  in  its  ftridefl  fenfe  ;  is  fending  cut 
men  warm  with  the  deep  impreffion  of  party  ;  and  is 
enlifling  them  in  hoflile  bands  again!!  each  other,  on 
the  very  eve  of  departure.  How  foon  their  polemical 
controverfies  may  burft  forth  I  know  not,  but  when 
they  do  burft  forth,  wretched  muft  be  the  ftate  of 
the  half  converted  heathens,  whofe  fpiritual  darknefs 
ffiali  only  have  given  place  to  light  rendered  horri¬ 
ble  by  the  ffiapelefs  phantoms  of  gloomy  doubt,  and 
degrading  fuperflition.  On  account  of  the  miffion¬ 
aries  themfelves,  too,  when  thefe  controverfies  ffiali 
have  appeared,  the  focieties  at  home  may  too  late  be 
led  to  deplore  their  hazardous  and  raffi  attempts  ; — 
may  too  late  difeover,*  that  befides  fowing  mifery 
where  they  promifed  happinefs,  miffionaries  have 
gone  abroad  to  fight,  not  merely  by  argument — but 
even — thought  full  of  horror  ! — to  fight,  by  cutting 
each  other’s  throats,  in  the  battles  of  religion,  on 
foreign  ffiore  ! — If  the  focieties  recoil  with  horror  from 
fuch  an  anticipated — let  them  be  careful  in  due  time- 
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to  prevent  this  realifed  confequence.  But  befides 
thefe  confiderations  which  lead  us  to  augur  unfavour¬ 
ably  of  the  event  from  the  circumftances  I  have  enu¬ 
merated,  there  is  one  argument,  drawn  from  a  con- 
fideration  of  a  much  more  important  nature  in  itfelf, 
becaufe  threatening  much  more  awful  and  extenfive 
effects  than  even  thefe,  not  indeed  to  the  heathen  or 
the  miflionaries,  but  to  this  country, — to  fociety  at 
large.  The  political  afpeft  of  the  times,  marked 
with  the  turbulent  and  feditious  attempts  of  the  evil 
defigning  or  the  deluded,  againfl  our  happy  confli- 
tution,  againfl  the  order  of  every  thing  we  poffefs,  . 
and  hold  dear  to  us,  whether,  as  citizens  or  as  men  ; 
renders  it  incumbent  on  me  to  Hate  that  I  obferve, 
with  ferious  regret,  not  only  many  of  the  finking 
outlines,  but  even  many  of  the  mofl  obnoxious  expref- 
fions,  or  expreflions  fimilar  to  thofe,  which  have  been 
held  with  affe&ed  triumph,  in  the  lately  fuppreffed 
popular  affemblies.  The  fame  quotation  from  the 
paper  can  often  prove  and  illuHrate  both  thefe  cir- 
cumflances.  In  the  letter  I  have  fo  often  referred  to, 
towards  the  bottom  of  the  firfl  page,  it  is  faid,:  “  They 
(i.  e.  Chriftians)  perceive  that  their  flrength  has  been 
impaired  by  divifion  ;  that  the  mofl  zealous  exer¬ 
tions  of  particular  denominations  have  only  had  a 
partial  and  temporary  effect ;  and  that  by  union  a- 
lone,  one  obvious  caufe  of  failure  may  be  completely 
removed.  They  wifh  therefore  to  make  a  grand  una¬ 
nimous  effort ;  to  combine  the  wifdom,  the  prayers, 
the  influence,  and  the  wealth,  of  all  their  brethren  in 
all  parts  of  the  nation  ;  and  even  to  produce  a  ge¬ 
neral  movement  of  the  church  upon  earth  !”  To 
the  fame  purpofs  we  find  the  following  paffage  in  the 
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laft  paragraph.  “  While  we  rejoice  in  thefe  affecta¬ 
tions,  as  proofs  that  the  defire  to  propagate  the  Gof-  ■ 
pel  is,  at  prefent,  very  generally  excited,  we  beg 
leave  flrongly  to  recommend  united  exertions  ;  and 
we  fubmit  to  all  fuch  focieties,  in  Scotland,  whether 
it  will  not  be  better  to  co-operate  than  to  aft  alone. 
Let  us  join  all  our  refources,  and  proceed  with  vi¬ 
gour;  From  harmonious  beginnings  at  home,  we 
may  perhaps  be  enabled  to  go  on  to  an  enlarged 
concurrence,  with  fimilar  focieties  at  a  diftance ;  and, 
in  our  day,  to  revive  fomething  of  the  liberal  fpirit 
of  primitive  times ;  when  “  the  multitude  of  them 
that  believed,  were  of  one  heart,  and  of  one  foul : 
neither  faid  any  of  them  that  ought  of  the  things 
which  he  poffeffed  was  his  own,  but  they  had  all 
things  in  common.”  Such  are  the  concluding  words 
of  this  extraordinary  letter  or  addrefs.  The  third 
regulation  under  the  firll  article — General  Deftgn — 
contains  the  pradical  application  of  the  foregoing 
dodrine.  “  The  fociety  fhall  be  willing  to  correfpond 
with  all  focieties  and  individuals,  who  may  have  the 
fame  grand  £>bjed  in  view  ;  and  (hall  either  ad  by 
themfelves,  or  co-operate  with  others,  as  circumstances 
fhall  determine.”  Other  quotations  might  be  made, 
but  thefe  feem  fully  fufficient  without  any  addition, 
or  much  comment,  to  warrant  me  in  calling  them 
highly  dangerous  in  their  tendency,  to  the  good  or¬ 
der  of  fociety  at  large.  I  by  no  means  infinuate  that 
the  promoters  of  thefe  focieties  are  aduated  by 
concealed  and  finifler  motives ;  or  that  their  real 
views  are  different  from  their  profefiions.  Charity 

Should  incline  me,  as  well  as  regard  for  public  order, 

\ 
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to  think  otherwife— And  I  fee  among  a  lift  of 
the  Committee  of  Directors  for  tne  current  year, 
names,  with  fome  of  whom  indeed  I  am  wholly 
•unacquainted,  but  feveral  whom  I  both  know,  and 
highly  refpeft  \  and  among  thefe,  my  Reverend  Fa-  . 
ther  who  feconded  the  motion  for  a  Committee* 
Thus  far  it  is  well ;  but  fuppofmg  no  one  of  the  fo- 
cieties,  or  even  of  the  members,  is  aftuated  by  fecret 
motives  either  unfriendly  to  religion,  or  hoftile  to  the 
Conftitution ;  (till  as  the  members  of  the  focieties 
may  change,  and  new  views  be  introduced  with  new 
members,  is  it  unreafonable  to  dread  that  this  common 
fund  fhould  be  perverted  from  its  original  channel, 
and  be  made  the  means,  along  with  the  other  ob¬ 
noxious  circumftances  I  mentioned,  of  ftirring  up 
temporal  ftrife,  inftead  of  promoting  fpiritual  peace  ? 
All  true  Chriftians  are  united  in  prayers  for,  and  the 
confident  belief  of  the  future  arrival  of  the  glorious 
sera,  when  “  the  earth  fliall  be  filled  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea.”  But 
let  us  not  by  zeal  unguided  by,  nay,  contrary  to 
knowledge,  oftentatioufly  difplay  the  fincerity  of  thefe 
prayers,  and  of  this  belief.  Let  us  patiently  await 
the  sera,  when  our  exertions  may  be  expe&ed  to  be 
made  without  error  or  danger,  and  may  be  crowned 
with  happy  fuccefs.  Such  an  sera  will  affuredly  ar¬ 
rive  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  plans  of  that  graci¬ 
ous  Providence,  which  fuperintends  the  affairs  of  the 
moral  world,  as  well  as  the  natural,  and  can  “  turn 
the  hearts  of  men  like  rivers  of  water  j”  are  at  this 
very  time  in  their  progrefs,  and  may,  ere  long,  be 
matured  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  may  call  upon  us  widely 
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to  co-operate  in  them,  and  to  haften  the  blifsfal  pe¬ 
riod,  fo  often  foretold  by  prophecy,  ano  fo  long  mti- 
cipared  with  rapture  by  faith.  But  this  is  by  no 
means  all  we  can  do  to  maintain  and  to  propagate 
our  Chriftian  faith — As  my  reverend  father,  (Dr  Car¬ 
lyle)  has  well  obferveu ,  we  can  inftruft  and  fet  a  pious 
example  before  our  flock  ;  we  can  train  them  up  for 
immortality ;  and,  while  here  below,  teach  them  to 
lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives,  and  tranfmit  that  reli¬ 
gion  to  their  children,  and  their  children’s  children, 
which  they  received  themfelves  as  the  deareft  inhe¬ 
ritance  they  can  either  give,  or  could  have  received. 

“  In  fine,  fuch  of  us  as  our  Almighty  Father  has 
bleffed  with  children,  can  propagate  the  gofpel  by 
rearing  them  in  “  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord.”  Thefe,  when  in  the  courfe  of  human  affairs, 
they  may  be  fcattered  in  various  quarters  of  the  world, 
fome  at  home,  others  abroad,  fome  in  civilized,  others 
in  barbarous  climes,  will  remember  with  fond  regard 
the  leflbns  of  their  youth  5  will  dwell  with  increafed 
enthufiafm  on  the  inftru&ion  and  the  example  which 
their  fathers  afforded  them  ;  and  will  carry  along 
with  them  wherever  they  may  go,  the  religion  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  not  in  their  heads,  or  in  their 
Bibles,  only,  but  alfo  in  their  hearts,  and  in  their 
lives ! 

“  Such  being  the  opinions  and  fentiments  which  I 
entertain  on  the  fubjebt  before  us,  I  fhall  conclude 
with  reading  the  following  motion,  which  I  laft  night 
drew  up,  in  concert  with  fome  friends,  whofe  ideas 
correfpond  with  my  own  ;  a  motion  the  fame  as  Mr 
Hamilton  propofed,  in  as  far  as  refpects  the  overtures ; 
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but  expreffive  alfo  ot  our  regard  for  the  object, 
and  the  principles  of  our  conduct. 

«  That  the  General  Allembly  confidered  the  over- 
tures,  and  judging  it  highly  inexpedient,  at  this  time 
to  appoint  a  collection  over  Scotland,  by  the  authority 
of  the  General  Affembly ;  and  not  confidering  the 
circumflances  of  the  times  as  favourable  lor  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Affembly’s  adopting  any  particular  meafure— 

Di/mi/s  the  fame. - At  the  fame  time  recommend 

to  all  the  members  of  the  (Church  of  Scotland,  in 
their  different  ftations,  to  ufe  every  competent  means 
of  promoting,  within  the  fphere  of  their  influence,  the 
knowledge  of  thegofpel,a  juftfenfe  of  the  ineftimable 
benefits  which  it  conveys  to  aU  thofe  who  embraceit,and 
the  pra&ice  of  thofe  virtues  by  which  Chriftians  make 
their  light  Jhine  before  men .  And  while  they  offer  fervent 
prayers  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  fulfilment  of  his  pro- 
tnife  in  giving  his  Son  the  Heathen  for  an  inheritance  9 
They  refolve — That  they  will  embrace  with  zeal 
and  thankfulnefs,  any  future  opportunity  of  contri¬ 
buting,  by  their  exertions,  to  the  propagation  of  the 
Gofpei  of  Chrift,  which  Divine  Providence  may  here¬ 
after  open.” 

Dr  Carlyle .  ' 

“  Moderator,  a  motion  was  fome  time  ago  made 

*  To  difmifs  the  overtures  ”  and  I  infill  the  firfl 
thing  to  be  done  is  to  confider  of  this.  We  may  then 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  recommendation  and 
refolutions  propofed  by  the  Rev.  Principal ;  but  \  de¬ 
fire  that  we  may  firfl  proceed  to  difmils  the  overtures. 
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David  Boyk ,  Efq.  Advocate,  ruling  elder  for  the 
Burgh  of  Irvine. 

44  Moderator,  I  rife.  Sir,  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of 
the  alarming  and  dangerous  tendency  of  the  mea- 
fures  propofed  in  the  overtures  on  your  table ;  over¬ 
tures  which  I  cannot  too  ftrongly,  which  the  Houfe 
cannot  too  ftrongly  oppofe,  and  which,  I  truft,  all 
the  loyal  and  well  affected  members  will  be  unani¬ 
mous  in  oppoling.  If,  however,  1  fhould  {land 
fingle  with  the  two  Rev.  Doftors,  and  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  made  the  motion,  I  fhould  this  night  go 
down  to  divide  the  Houfe.  Sir,  numerous  focieties  of 
people  are  at  all  times  alarming  ;  but  at  this  time 
particularly  fo,  whatever  be  the  profeflions  on  which 
they  are  formed,  or  the  pretexts  they  hold  out  to  the 
world.  The  general  profefied  object  of  the  prefent 
focieties  is  indeed  good,  and  at  a  proper  feafon  would 
merit  our  countenance  :  but  there  is  nothing  befides 
this  general  objeft  at  all  good  about  them.  All  the 
other  circumftances  refpe&ing  them  are  bad,  for  I 
am  free  to  afiert,  and  I  will  maintain  it  in  the  face 
of  any  member  of  this  Affembly,  that  all  the  focieties 
which  have  of  late  years  exifted  in  this  country,  have 
been  more  or  lefs  connected  with  politics.  Yes,  Sir,  I 
do  fay,  that  the  affociations  of  the  people,  formed  in 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  petition  for  the 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  however  good  their  defigns? 
and  whether  or  not  immediately  arifing  from  politics, 
did  at  any  rate  lay  the  foundation  of  the  political  fo¬ 
cieties  which  have  fincedifturbed  the  peace  and  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  the  country,  and  have  coft  fo  much  trouble  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  be  fuppreffed.  Still,  however,  the  people  meet 

under  pretext  of  fpreading  abroad  chriftianity  among  the 

Heathen* 
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Heathen.  Obferve,  Sir,  they  are  affiliated ,  they  have 
a  common  objefl^  they  correfpond  with  each  other ,  they 
look  for  affiifiance  from  foreign  countries ,  in  the  very 
language  of  many  of  the  feditious  focieties.  Above 
all,  it  is  to  be  marked,  they  have  a  common  fund . 
Where  is  the  Security  that  the  money  of  this  fund  will 
not,  as  the  Rev;  Principal  faid,  be  ufed  for  very  different 
purpofes  from  the  profefled  ones  ?  If  any  man  fays 
that  the  focieties  have  not  this  connexion  and  tenden¬ 
cy,  he  fays  the  thing  that  is  not.  It  now,  therefore, 
becomes  us  as  much  as  poffible  to  difcourage  numerous 
focieties  for  whatever  purpofe,  for,  be  the  object  what 
it  may,  they  are  all  equally  bad.  And,  as  to  thefe 
Millionary  Societies,  I  do  aver  that  lince  it  is  to  be 
apprehended  that  their  funds  may  be,  in  time,  nay, 
certainly  will  be,  turned  againft  the  conftitution ;  fo 
it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  this  Houfe  to  give  the 
overtures  recommending  them  our  moll  ferious  dis¬ 
approbation,  and  our  immediate,  mo  ft  decilive  op¬ 
position”. 

Dr  Erfkine. 

“  Moderator,  I  am  lorry  to  be  again  under  the 
neceflity  of  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Affembly  ;  but 
I  feel  myfelf  called  on  to  anfwer  fome  things  thrown 
out  by  the  laft  Speaker.  He  has  treated  with  undif- 
tinguifhing  Severity  all  affociations  of  the  people, 
\Vhether  formed  for  good  or  for  improper  purpofes. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  focie¬ 
ties  formed  in  the  caufe  of  humanity,  can  ever  ren¬ 
der  the  minds  of  men  turbulent  and  feditious.  I  ac¬ 
knowledge,  and  I  glory  in  the  acknowledgment,  that 
I  was  a  member  of  the  Have  Society.  I  wilhed  to  fee 
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judice  done  to  our  cruelly  oppreffed  fellow  creatures* 
dragged  reluctantly  from  one  quarter  of  the  globe  to 
another,  to  fatisfy  the  rapacity  of  our  countrymen, 
who  boaft  of  their  own  freedom  ;  and  I  wilhed  to  fee  & 
{tain,  the  blacked  that  can  be  conceived,  wiped  a-  , 
way  from  the  national  character  of  Great  Britain. 
This  is  (till  my  wifh,  which  all  the  gentleman  can 
fay,  will  not  prevent  me  from  effecting,  as  far  as  lies 
in  my  power.  And  yet  I  do  not  think  that  any  one 
can  charge  me  with  want  of  attachment  to  the  con- 
ditution  under  which  1  live.  To  fay  the  truth,  I 
believe  I  have  given  as  many  proofs  of  my  regard  to 
the  peace  of  the  land,  and  am  ready  to  make  as  many 
facrifices,  in  my  humble  fphere,  to  preferve  it  in. 
violate,  as  the  gentleman.  Yet  though  I  fee  no* 
harm  in  honed  men  uniting  in  a  fociety  for  any  laud¬ 
able  and  even  lawful  purpofe  ,  I  would  not  encour¬ 
age  convocating  numerous  affemblies  of  people  to¬ 
gether  \  becaufe  one  cunning  man  may  lead  a  mul¬ 
titude  far  adray,  and  when  once  they  have  gone 
adray,  we  cannot  forefee  their  bounds,  or  dop  their 
career.  On  that  account,  when  there  was  a  meeting 
at  the  Circus,  fome^years  ago,  to  petition  for  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  Have  trade,  I  did  not  attend,  dncerely  as 
I  wilhed  that  abolition.  I  do  not  like  to  fee  the  com¬ 
mon  people  becoming  difputatious  politicians.  Such 
fpeculation  diftipates  their  mind,  and  does  harm,  with 
no  equivalent  balance  of  good  to  fociety.  Accord¬ 
ingly  I  have  taken  frequent  opportunities  of  earnedly 
guarding  my  people  againd  them  ;  exhorting  them  to 
liden  to  no  plans  of  anarchy  or  drife,  but  each,  by 
performing  his  private  duty,  to  help  to  reform  focie- 
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ty  at  large.  For  of  the  Societies  of  the  Iriends  of  the 
People  I  was  not  at  all  fond  ;  indeed,  the  reverfe.  The 
pretended  analogy  between  the  Have  and  miflionary 
Societies,  and  political  affectations  feems  two  far  (train¬ 
ed  to  be  juft.  Good  Government  has  nothing  t# 
dread  from  religion  ;  irreligion  is  the  word  foe  it  has 
to  combat.  A  reverend  brother  (Dr  Hill)  charged 
me  with  difapproving,  infome  degree,  all  the  miflion¬ 
ary  focieties  in  Scotland,  though  from  delicacy  and 
tendernefs  I  chofe  to  throw  a  veil  over  the  particu¬ 
lars  in  which  I  difapproved  of  them.  If  I  fpoke  ob- 
fcurely,  it  was  not  from  defign  ;  and  that  obicuiity,  in 
a  fpeech  not  ftudied,  will,  I  hope,  be  excufed.  I 
meant  to  exprefs  no  difapprobation  of  either  the 
Edinburgh  or  Glafgow  focieties.  I  did  not  altogether 
approve  the  Paifley  fociety  putting  themfelves  under 
the  management  of  a  fociety  of  men  at  a  diflance, 
however  wife  or  good.  I  think  every  fociety  fbould 
judge  for  itfelf,  how  beft  to  difpofe  of  its  funds  \  as, 
when  it  has  no  advantage  for  fending  millions,  it 
fhould  deliberate  what  other  fociety  united  with  them 
in  the  deftgn  of  chriftianizing  the  heathen,  moft 
needs  their  aid ,  or  is  like  to  do  moft  good  by  receiv¬ 
ing  it.  I  cannot  apprehend  the  lead  danger  to  the 
ftate  from  focieties,  where  no  fubjeft  is  allowed  to 
be  difeufled,  but  the  beft  means  of  chriftianizing 
heathens.  There  has  indeed  been  a  fucceflion  of  dif¬ 
ferent  focieties.  Firft,  there  were  focieties  of  Friends 
of  the  People,  and  more  lately  Miflionary  Societies. 
But  the  laft  fpeaker  has  only  aflerted,  without  the 
leaft  attempt  to  prove,  that  in  this  fucceflion,  there 
was  the  relation  of  cauie  and  effect.  This  I  can  by 


no  means  allow.  I  am  fure  I  do  not  fee  otir 
violent  political  reformers  ftepping  forward  in  this 
caufe  $  but  men,  many  of  whom  I  know  to  be  re¬ 
markable  for  their  fimplicity  and  purity  of  life. 
Others  of  them  I  believe  to  be  equally  fo  ;  men  from 
whom  no  good  government  has  any  caufe  of  alarm. 
Therefore  I  (till  adhere  to  my  former  opinion.0 

i 

Mr  Boyle  obferved,  that  if  he  made  ufe  of  flrong 
expreflions,  it  was  the  better  to  convey  his  feelings 
on  this  fubjeCt,  but  he  had  not  the  moft  diflant  inten* 
tion  of  throwing  out  a  fingle  hint  againfl  the  Rev. 
DoCtoPs  principles,  which  he  knew  to  be  conftitu- 
tional,  and  about  which  there  could  not  be  two  opi¬ 
nions  in  the  houfe.  He  repeated  his  former 
opinion,  refpeCting  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  fo- 
cieties  themfelves. 

■  '  1  i  % 

The  Rev.  Dr  William  Taylor ,  one  of  the  Miniflers 
of  Glafgow. 

Moderator,  I  rife  to  give  my  fupport  to 
the  motion  “  to  difmifs  the  overtures  ”  &c.  made 
by  the  Rev.  Principal,  and  on  the  new  ground, 
that  the  propofal  for  a  collection  is  not  properly 
before  the  houfe,  fince  in  fuch  cafes  the  houfe  ex¬ 
pert  to  be  petitioned  for  national  aid.  But  no  fuch 
petition  is  at  prefent  on  your  table ;  we  have  not  any 
communication  whatever  from  the  focieties ;  and  we 
are  reafoning  on  the  propriety  of  raifing  a  collection 
for  thofe  who  never  afked  it,  and  perhaps  do  not  want 
it.  The  fame  reafoning  holds  good  againfl  a  Com¬ 
mittee,  which,  therefore,  I  feel  inyfelf  called  on  to  op- 
pofe.  It  Has  well  and  often  been  faid  this  day,  that. 


our 


<  59  ) 

.our  zealous  men,  all  of  vis,  indeed,  who  have  the  in- 
terefl:  of  religion  at  heart,  have  quite  enough  to  oc-- 
cupy  us  at  home  in  its  caufe.  An  infidel  and  molt 
profane  book,  called.  The  age' of  Rea/on,  has  lately 
.appeared,  the  work  of  Thomas  Paine,  which  has  in- 
finuated  much  of  its  poifon  among  the  very  lowefl 
ranks  of  fociety,  for  whom,  indeed,  it  feems  alone 
calculated.  The  venerable  Dr  Wat/on,  Bilhop  of 
Landaff  has  recently  employed  his  talents  in  the  ho¬ 
nourable  attempt  to  counteract  its  effects.  He  has 
alfo  given  permiffion  to  a  worthy  Gentleman  in  Glaf- 
gow',  to  print  a  thoufand  cheap  copies  of  his  work 
for  the  ufe  of  the  common  people.  This  is  furely 
employing  zeal  in  a  more  promifing  caufe  than  the 
dubious,  and  difficult  one,  of  fending  away  our  men 
and  money,  to  a  foreign  land.  Let  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  then,  vindicate  its  zeal  and  ardour  in  this 
laudable  caufe  :  let  them  oppofe  from  their  pulpits, 
and  in  their  lives,  the  do&rines  of  this  wicked  book 
of  Paine  ;  and  let  them  offer  up  their  prayers  that 
the  sera  of  the  triumph  of  the  gofpeh  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  may  fpeedily  arrive.  I  conclude  with 
feconding  the  Rev.  Principal’s  motion.” 

A  loud  call  of  “  Vote,  vote,”  now  took  place,  but 
Mr  Dick/on  infilled  on  being  heard. 

John  Dick/on,  Efq.  Advocate,  ruling  elder  for  the 
Prelbytery  of  Biggar. 

«  Moderator,  This  is  a  matter  of  Lome  difficulty, 
and  much  importance  ;  nor  ought  any  cry  of  Vote  to  be 
regarded  till  iris  fully  difcuffed.  Much  of  my  difficulty 
on  thefubjeft,  however,,  is  got  over  by  the  motion  for 
a  Committee,  which,  I  hoped,  might  have  reconciled 
'  .  ’  all 
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all  parties.  The  Rev.  Principal’s  fpeech,  how¬ 
ever  ingenious,  I  muft  pronounce  to  be  quite  out  of 
order,  and  ought  not  to  be  attended  to  by  this  ve¬ 
nerable  Affembly.  He  has  read  a  great  deal  from  a 
printed  paper,  and  commented  on  it,  all  in  his  own 
way.  As  an  individual,  I  believe  his  flatement  of  the 
contents  of  the  paper  to  be  fair  ;  though  I  might  in¬ 
cline  to  comment  on  it  very  differently  ;  but  as  a 
member  of  this  houfe  1  pay  no  attention  to  it  what¬ 
ever.  The  matter  is  quite  improperly  brought  before 
us.  It  involves  a  wide  theme  of  difcuffion ;  much 
maybe  faid  on  both  Tides.  Let  both  fides  of  the  quef- 
tion,  then,  be  difcufied  in  a  Committee ;  and  let  them 
report  to  the  next  Affembly.  Can  any  thing  be  more 
equitable  than  this  ?  One  learned  and  honourable 
member  (Mr  Boyle )  has  faid  a  great  deal  to  intimi¬ 
date  the  houfe  from  appointing  fuch  a  Committee.  If  his 
arguments  be  juft,  they  will  not  be  overlooked  by  the 
Committee,  but  will  influence  their  report.  But  Xcon- 
fefs  1  think  them  quite  unfounded.  It  is  curious,  that 
while  we  complain  of  the  infidelity  of  the  prefent 
age,  which  we  always  connect  with  its  licentioufnefs, 
we  fhould  be  fo  inconiiflent  as  to  accufe  a  religious  in* 
ftitution  of  the  fame  effect.  This  furely  implies  fome- 
thing  like  a  contradiction.  Mr  Boyle  would  allow,  I 
perceive,  of  no  focieties  whatever,  unlefs  indeed,  they 
fhould  pofiefs  the  Royal  Charter.  But  if  focieties 
were  not  firft  produced,  and  in  a  flourifhing  ftate,  that 
Charter  could  feldom  or  never  be  obtained  ;  fo  that 
fome  of  the  noblefl  inftitutions  in  this  kingdom, 
and,  among  others,  the  Society  for  Propagating 
Christian  Knowledge,  would,  if  this  rule  had  been 

followed 
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followed,  have,* probably,  had  no  exigence.  For  this 
fociety,  inftituted  early  in  the  prefent  century,  was 
not  poffeffed  of  fuch  a  charter,  till  its  eflablilnment 

was  confoiidated  by  a  flourifhing  fund. 

«  Upon  the  whole,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  For  any  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  refpeding  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  to  examine  and  report,  though  I  confeff 
it  is  fomewhat  more  extraordinary  and  more  objec¬ 
tionable  to  fit  in  Committees  to  confider  of  the  opi¬ 
nion  to  be  given  in  the  Affembly,  before  the  matter 
has  been  at  all  under  their  difcuffion,  as  the  Rev. 
Principal  hinted  that  he  did.  Mr  Johnfton  s  amend¬ 
ment,  however  proper  it  may  be  in  itfelf,  is  perhaps 
rather  too  ftrongly  worded,  to  gain  the  confent  of  the 
houfe.  I  Sail  therefore  propofe  a  more  general  ex- 
predion,  to  ferve  as  a  preamble  to  the  motion  of  Mr 
Heron ,  which,  I  know,  has  his  approbation  : 

«  That  the  Affembly  are  of  opinion,  that  the  ob¬ 
ject  propofed  in  the  overtures  is  of  the  higheft  import¬ 
ance  *,  but  in  refped  the  fads  and  circumftances 
which  are  neceffary  for  bringing  the  General  Affem¬ 
bly  to  any  refolution  on  this  fubjed,  at  prefent,  are 
net  fufficiently  explained  and  inftruded*  i  herefore, 
the  Affembly  do  appoint  a  Committee  to  take  the  fub¬ 
jed  of  them  under,  confideratio^  ^  and  to  report  the 
refult  of  their  enquiries  to  the  next  General  Affem- 

*  bly.’1 

j 

*  / 

Mr  Shepherd  addreffed  the  chair,  and  with  difficul¬ 
ty,  after  fome  time,  fucceeded  in  obtaining  a  hearing, 
as  the  Houfe  again  became  impatient  for  a  vote. 

Moderator,  an  honourable  Gentleman  has 

H  „  '  tiled 
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ufed  language  rather  too  dictatorial,  to  be  filent- 
ly  paffed  over.  He  has  called  upon  all  the  loyal 
and  well  affe&ed  part  of  the  houfe,  to  vote  as  he 
defires  them,  and  has  very  plainly  told  them  that 
he  will  decide  on  their  loyalty,  according  to  their  o- 
bedience  to  his  injun&ion.  Ufing  his  method  of  ar¬ 
gumentation,  in  my  turn  I  now  call  on  all  the  loyal 
members  of  the  houfe  to  vote  with  me,  in  fupport  of 
the  motion  for  a  Committee  ;  and  I  alfo  hope  the 
houfe  will  be  unanimous,  or  nearly  fo,  in  its  fup¬ 
port.  For  1  cannot  but  think  that  difregard  for  re¬ 
ligion  is  far  more  likely  to  produce  anarchical  mea- 
fures,  than  an  attempt  to  make  all  our  countrymen 
learn  and  praftife  the  duties  of  religion,  and  poflefs 
that  genuine  fpirit  of  charity  favourable  for  its  diffu- 
fion.” 

The  Rev.  Hugh  Mackay ,  Minifter  of  Moy,  in  the 
Prefbytery  of  lnvernefs,  and  a  member  of  the  Synod 
of  Moray,  rofe  to  exprefs  his  furprife  that  the  overture 
from  that  Synod  had  been  flated  to  come  unani- 
moufly,  he  himfelf  having  firmly  declared  his  op- 
pofition  to  it. 

Dx  John/lon. 

“  Moderator,  From  what  has  dropped  from  a  Rev# 
Principal  (Dr  HU/)  and  an  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr 
Boyle)  one  Ihould  be  apt  to  think,  that  the  Miffionary 
Societies,  of  one  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a 
member,  were  feminaries  of  fedition,  anarchy  and  dif- 
order,  and  had  the  overthrow  of  church  and  (late  for 
their  object.  I  will  yield  to  none  ofthefe  gentlemen,  in 

'  «  loyalty 
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loyalty  and  affedfion  to  my  King  and  Country,  and 
have  exerted  my  poor  abilities*  in  their  fupport.  I 
mull  acufe  them  of  want  of  candour  for  the  interpre¬ 
tation  which  they  have  put  upon  our  conduct  I 
thought  it  had  been  a  rule  of  the  gofpel,  that  where  > 
a  perfon's  actions  were  capable  of  two  conftrudtions, 
they  fhould  always  put  the  mod  favourable  one. 
From  the  quotations  which  thofe  gentlemen  have 
given  from  the  Edinburgh  Miflionary  addrefs,  they 
feem  to  look  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  the  unanimity 
of  the  focieties,  and  to  think  that  it  portends  fome- 
thing  very  hoftile  in  its  nature.  Strange,  that  where 
an  objedt  is  a  noble  one,  union  in  carrying  it  forwards, 
ihould  be  confidered  as  an  objedfion  againil  it.  Why* 
Sir,  the  great  end  that  we  have  in  view  in  fitting 
here,  and  which  is  pointed  out  in  our  commiffion,  is 
to  promote  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his 
church,  and,  fhall  it  be  a  reproach  to  us  that  we  are 
united  in  advancing  them  ?  -It  were  to  be  wifhed* 
that  we  were  more  at  one.  As  the  gentlemen  have 
quoted  fome  pafiages  of  the  addrefs,  I  beg  leave  to 
read  the  fecond  regulation  of  the  Society,  which  runs 
in  thefe  words.  6C  The  propagation  of  the  gofpel  a- 
mong  the  heathen  and  infidel  nations,  is  the  only  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  fociety,  and  fhall  be  the  only  fubjedt  of 
difcuffion  at  their  meetings.”  After  this,  can  any  man 
of  candour  put  fo  uncharitable  a  conftrudtion  upon 
their  condudt,  as  to  infer,  that  their  meetings  ate  hof¬ 
tile  to  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  either  iti  church 
or  date?  I  apprehend,  that  the  more  we  can  propagate 
the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  the  more  effedtually  we  main¬ 
tain  and  fupport  both*  There  is  one  inconfiftency, 

Hz  in 
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in  the  Rev.  Principal’s  conduct  which  I  hope  he 
will  be  able  to  reconcile.  It  appears  from  the  over¬ 
ture  of  the  Synod  of  Fife,  where  he  was  pre- 
enr.  that  they  were  unanimous  in  recommending  to 
the  AfTembly,  to  take  the  mod  efFe&ual  methods 
to  diffufe  the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel  amongd  the 
heathen.”  But  fitting  in  Edinburgh,  his  opinion  is,  to 
take  no  meafures  at  all,  or  rather  to  difcourage  any 
meafure.  Perhaps,  the  worthy  Principal  has  got 
pew  light,  from  the  luminaries  of  the  church  in  the 
A  fetnbly.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Knox ,  Minider  of  Larbert  and 
Dunipace,  hinted  at  the  indelicacy  of  the  piofeflions 
of  gentlemen  declaring  themfelves  to  have  a&ed  con- 
fuentioufly,  efpecially  when  any  infinuation  of  a  con¬ 
trary  nature  was  ufed  againd  thofe  of  another  opini¬ 
on  :  he  then  faid  a  few  words  in  vindication  of  him- 

\ 

felf  and  thofe  with  whom  he  intended,  this  evening, 


to  vote. 

A  confiderable  clamour  now'  arofe  for  the  vote,  and 
the  debate  appearing,  by  confent  of  both  Tides,  to  be 
clofed,  it  was  agreed  that  the  date  of  the  vote 
fhould  be  Appoint  ? — or, — Difmifs  ?  it  being  under- 
dood  that,  if  Appoint  fhould  carry,  Mr  Heron's 
motion,  in  the  form  fuggeded  by  Mr  Dickfon ,  fhould' 
be  adopted — and  that,  if  Difmifs  fhould  carry,  Mr 
Hamilton  s  motion  in  the  form,  and  with  the  additi¬ 
ons,  of  Dr  Hi//,  fhould  be  agreed  to. 

The  doors  being  then  fhut,  the  roll  was  called,  and 
the  names  marked  :  after  which  it  was  announced 
by  the  Moderator,  that  the  Quedion  had  carried 

46  Difmifs .” 
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Dr  Hill's  motion  was  then  declared  by  the  Mode* 
rator,  to  be  the  will  of  the  Affembly,  and  the  over- 
tures  were  accordingly  difmiffed. 

The  numbers  on  the  divifion  were  as  follow. 

appoint  44 
'  Difmifs  58 

Majority  for  Dr  Hill's  motion— 14 

After  prayer  by  the  Moderator,  the  Affembly  ad¬ 
journed,  at  a  little  before  fix  o’clock,  till  the  follow¬ 
ing  day. 

*  T  /. 
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THE  END- 


The  Publiiher  has  fubjoined  a  Copy  o£  the  Circular  Let¬ 
ter  of  the  Edinburgh  Missionary  Society,  referr’d  to  in 
iht  Preceding  Debate,  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  reader. 


\ 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 

THE  EDINBURGH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

To  them  who  have  obtained  like  precious  faith 
with  us  through  the  righteoulnefs  of  God, 

and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

• 

Very  Dear  Brethren, 

It  is  now  almoft  eighteen  hundred  years  fince  our  blefled 
Lord  came  into  the  world  to  fave  Tinners  ;  and  yet  there 
are,  at  this  moment,  millions  of  the  children  of  men,  who 
have  never  heard  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel.  The 
condition  of  this  vail  proportion  of  the  human  race  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  affe&ing.  They  are  not,  like  fome  among  us, 
“  fcorners  who  delight  in  their  fcorning,  and  fools  who 
hate  knowledge.”  They  are  abfolutely  unacquainted  with 
the  name  of  the  Saviour.  They  have  not  been  told  of  the 
record  “  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  that 
“  this  life  is  in  his  Son.  They  are  without  Chrift,  being 
**  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  and  ftrangers 
“  from  the  covenants  of  promife  ;  having  no  hope,  and 
without  God  in  the  world.”  •  , 

The  innumerable  multitude  of  thefe  ignorant  heathens 
greatly  aggravates  our  diftrefs  on  their  account ;  and  fome- 
times  inclines  us  even  to  defpondency.  While  we  mourn, 
the  j coffer  ceafes  not  to  rejoice  and  to  triumph  ;  our  ad- 
verlary  the  Devil  continues  his  domination  as  the  god  of 
this  world ;  his  malice  is  gratified  by  the  mifery  of  our 
brethren,  and  his  throne  fupported  by  the  prevalence  of  the 
moil  melancholy  delufions.  _ 

But  fUrely  “  the  Lord  faid  unto  our  Lord,  Sit  thou  at 
“  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footllool. 
“  It  is  a  light  thing,  that  thou  (houldfl  be  my  fervant,  to 

“  raifir? 
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*  raife  Up  the  tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  reftore  the  prefervcd 
«  0f  Ifrael ;  I  will  alfo  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gen- 
t *  tiles,  that  thou  mayft  be  my  falvation  unto  the  end  of 
«  the  * earth.”  This  is  the  counfel  of  the  Lord  which 
flandeth  for  ever.  We  fee  not  yet  all  things  put  under 
Jefus  *,  but  we  fee  Jefus  himfelf  crowned  with  glory  and 
honour.  He  hath  told  us,  that  “  all  power  is  given  unto 
“  him  in  heaven  and  in  earth.”  He  hath  commanded  his 
difciples  to  “  go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel 
to  every  creature.”  A^d,  according  to  his  fure  word 
of  prophecy,  we  firmly  believe,  that  “  this  gofpel  of  the 
«  kin  dom  lhall  be  preached  in  all  the  world,  for  a  witnefs 
«  unto  all  nations,  before  the  end  come.” 

Thefe  fayings  of  our  Saviour,  which  are  faithful  and  true, 
encourage  us  to  pray,  “  Thy  kingdom  come  ;”  to  expert 
and  to  labour  for  its  daily  advancement.  Befides  wilhing 
well  to  the  gofpel  at  home,  we  defire  to  fend  it  abroad  where 
it  has  never  yet  been  known,  and  where,  inftead  of  being 
treated  with  indifference,  it  may  be  received  with  eager- 

nefs  and  joy.  - 

It  muft  indeed  be  confeffed,  that  millions  to  the  heathen 
have,  for  feveral  ages,  been  attended  with  comparatively 
little  fuccefs.  Since  the  firfl  propagation  of  Chriflianity, 
which  was  equally  rapid  and  extenfive,  its  progrefs  has 
been  wofully  retarded.  During  a  difmal  period  of  ig¬ 
norance,  fuperflition,  and  ecclefiaflical  tyranny,  the  light  of 
the  gofpel  was  obfcured  ;  the  witneffes  of  Chrifi  were  few, 
and  prophecied  in  fackcloth ;  while  men  pretending  to  be  his 
vicegerents,  and  the  heads  of  his  church  upon  earth,  were 
intent  upon  nothing  but  their  own  aggrandifement. 

We  trull,  however,  that,  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have 
.  been  enabled  to  fhake  off  the  fetters  of  fuperflition  and  in¬ 
tolerance.  We  feek  not  to  export  the  Shibboleth  of  a 
party  ;  nor  would  we  fupplant  the  artifices  of  Pagan  prieft- 
hood,  by  fuperior  refinements  in-  clerical  impoflure.  We 
defire  to  abide  by  the  fcriptures  alone" ;  and  the  fcriptures 
alone  we  would  offer  to  our  brethren.  Inflead  of  abufing 
the  milled  underflanding,  and  rendering  more  grievous  the 
yoke  which  has  been  fo  generally  impofed  upon  the  human 
mind ;  it  fhall  be  our  endeavour  to  find  miffionaries  who 
have  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  difhonefly ;  who  de¬ 
fire  neither  to  walk  in  craftinefs,  nor  to  handle  the  word  of 
flod  deceitfully,  but,  by  manifeflation  of  the  truth,  to  com¬ 
mend 
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mend  themf elves  to  every  man’s  confcience  in  the  fight  of 
God. 

In  as  far  as  we  follow  apoflolic  principles,  we  need 
hardly  defpair  of  apoflolic  fucceis.  And  nbw  providence 
feems  to  favour  the  vaft  defigns  which  ajife  in  our  hearts. 
To  the  mofl  diflant  regions  of  the  earth  accefs  is  eafy  ;  we 
live  in  an  age  and  in  a  country  of  univerfal  commerce  ; 
and  in  every  corner  of  the  land,  the  friends  of  Chriflianitv 
are,  at  prefent,  expreffing  a  defire,  to  make  united  and  vi¬ 
gorous  exertions  for  fpreading*  :he  knowledge  of  the  gofpel 
among  all  mankind.  Surely  tokens  like  thefe  teach  us  to 
look  up,  and  to  fay ;  “  Thou,  O  Lord,  fhalt  endure  for 
ever,  and  thy  remembrance  unto  all  generations.  Thou 
fhalt  arife,  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion :  for  the  time  to 
favour  her,  yea,  the  fet  time  is  come.  For  thy  fervants 
take  pleafure  in  her  flones  and  favour  the  dufl  thereof. 
So  the  heathen  fhall  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the 
kings  of  the  earth  thy  glory.” 

Hitherto,  millions  have  frequently  failed,  becaufe  they 
were  undertaken  with  fcanty  means,  and  conduced  on  too 
fmall  a  fcale.  Individuals  have  been  difpatched  alone,  to 
encounter  unknown  difficulties,  and  to  labour  in  countries 
of  immenfe  extent.  Of  courfe,  their  labcuis  have  been 
loft,  like  a  drop  in  the  ocean  *,  the  broken-hearted  pilgrims, 
unnoticed  by  man,  have  funk  under  the  forrows  of  folitude 
and  difappointment ;  and  their  melancholy  fate  has  deter¬ 
red  others  from  attempts  which  appeared  to  be  liopelefs..  - 

But  happily  the  time  is  at  length  arrived,  when  Chrif- 
tians  feem  to  have  fallen  upon  a  method,  which  promifes, 
by  the  bleffing  of  God,  to  infure  fuccefs.  They  perceive, 
that  their  flrength  has  been  impaired  by  divifion  ;  that  the 
molt  zealous  exertions  of  particular  denominations  have 
only  had  a  partial  and  temporary  effeft  ;  and  that,  by  union 
alone,  one  obyious  caufe  of  failure  may  be  completely  re¬ 
moved.  They  wifh  therefore  to  make  a  grand  unanimous 
effort  :  to  combine  the  wifdom,  the  prayers,  the  influence, 
and  the  wealth  of  all  their  brethren,  in  all  parts  of  the  na¬ 
tion  *,  and  even  to  produce  a  general  movement  ‘of  the 
church  upon  earth. 

A  Mihionary  Society,  which  was  lafl  year  inflituted  in 
London,  may  be  confidered  as  the  ground-work  of  this  ex- 
tenlive  plan  of  co-operation.  That  Society  has  already  ob¬ 
tained 
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tained  confiderable  funds  5  they  have  met  with  Several  per- 
fons  who  with  to  be  employed  as  miffioiianes  to  the  heath¬ 
en  ;  tbeir  proceedings  appear  to  be  conducted  with  the  moll 
imprefiive  folemnity  ;  and  not  lefs  than  a  thpufand  congre¬ 
gations  in  England  are  faid  to  have  llated  meet’  no  ,  e\ery 
month,  to  pray  to  God  that  their  fchemes  may  profper, 

A  number  of  our  brethren  at  Glafgow  have  recc  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  fimilar  undertaking.  They  difclaim  the  tnouy^ts 
bf  miming  at  a  feparate  inter  eh,,  either  from  that  cd  the 
Mihionary  Society  in  London,  or  of  any  other  fociety  of 
that  nature,  vdiich  has  been  or  may  yet  be  formed.  “  -  f  sj 
<<  have  inhituted  iShe  Glafgow  JSfiffionary  Society ,  for  tne 
*6  fake  of  exciting  more  perfonal  energy,  and  of  intereitmg 
«  moie  deeply  thofe  with  whom  they  are  immediately 
f*  conne£ted,  in  feeking  the  profit  of  many,  that  they 
“  may  be  faved  ”  And  they  intreat  minihers,  and  peo¬ 
ple,  of  every  denomination,  and  in  every  place,  to  affociate 
for  this  important  end. 

In  hiort,  befides  the  magnitude  of  the  obje£l  itfelf,  and 
the  favourable  opportunity  which  at  prefect  occurs,  we 
have  been  roufed  to  exertion  by  laudable  examples  on  eve¬ 
ry  fide.  After  repeated  prayer  and  conference,  we  have 
formed  an  Edinburgh  Missionary  Society — — — -And 
now,  Dearly  Beloved,  we  turn  ourfelves  to  you.  Strength¬ 
en  our  -hands,  and  encourage  our  hearts  in  this  work  of  the 
Lord.  We  befeech  you,  for  the  Lord  Jeius  Chrift’s- 
“  fake,  and  for  the  love  of  the  Spirit,  that  ye  ftrive  toge- 
<c  ther  with  us,  in  your  prayers  to  God  for  us  that  we 
may  be  directed  and  bleiTed,  in  our  arduous  undertaking, 
and  that  the  great  defign  of  it  may  fpeedily  profper.  “  Y.e 
Ci  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord,  keep  not  filenc.e,  and  give 
him  no  reft,  till  he  eflahlifk,  and  till  he  make  Jerufalem 
“  a  praife  in  the  earth.”  Let  the  enlargement  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer^  kingdom  be  the  fubjeft  of  frequent  and  fervent 
interceilion,  in  your  clofets,  in  your  faniilies,  in  your  re¬ 
ligions  focieties,  and  in  your  congregations.  Let  certain 
feafons  be  devoted  to  the  noble  employment.  Let  no  dii- 
appointments,  no  delays,  reprefs  your  ardour,  or  exhaufl 
your  patience. 

Bht,  Brethren,  we  are  not  afhamed  to  make  another  de¬ 
mand.  Who  has  faith,  in  theft  days  of  threatened  fear- 
city,  to  lend  unto  the  Lord  ?  It  was  in  a  great  trial  of 
affii&ion,  and  in  the  depth  of  poverty,  that  the  churches  of 
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Macedonia  made  a  contribution  for  the  faints  at  Jerufalem. 
To  their  powei,  yea,  and  beyond  their  power,  they  were 
willing  ;  and  never  furely  had  they  caufe  to  repent  their 
liberality.  “  As  ye  abound,  therefore,  in  every  thing,  in 
“  faith,  in  utterance,  in  knowledge,  in  all  diligence,  and 
6i  in  your  love  to  thofe  who  preach  the  gofpel ;  fee'  that 
“  ye  abound  in  this  grace  alfo.  Ye  know  the  grace 
<i  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  that,  though  he  was  rich,  yet 
for  our  fakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his 
44  poverty  might  be  rich.”  Prove  the  fincerity  of  your 
love,  by  following  his  example.  Let  many  that  be  rich 
c  at  in  much  of  their  abundance  into  the  treafury,  and  let 
the  poor  widow  come  alfo,  and  call  in  thither  two  mites. 
Heathens,  who  were  ready  to  perifh,  will  blefs  you  ;  And 
**  our  God  will  fupply  all  your  need,  according  to  his 
et  riches  in  glory  by  Chrift  Jefus.” 

We  underftand,  that,  in  Teveral  parts  of  the  country, 
Chrift ians  have  formed,  or  are  about  to  form  themfelves 
.into  focieties,  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement  of  foreign 
millions.  While  we  rejoice  in  thefe  aftociations,  as  proofs 
that  the  defire  to  propagate  the  Gofpel  is,  at  prefen t,  very 
generally  excited,  we  beg  leave  ftrongly  to  recommend 
united  exertion  ;  and  we  fubmit  to  all  fuch  focieties,  in 
Scotland,  whether  it  will  not  be  better  to  co-operate,  than 
to  a6l  alone.  Let  us  join  our  refources,  and  proceed  with 
vigour.  From  harmonious  beginnings,  at  home,  we  may 
perhaps  be  enabled  to  go  on  to  an  enlarged  concurrence, 
with  limilar  focieties  at  a  diftance,  and,  in  oui  day,  to  re¬ 
vive  fomething  like  the  liberal  fpirit  of  primitive  times  ; 
when  **  the  multitude  of  them  that  believed,  were  of  one 
“  heart,  and  of  one  foul:  neither  faid  any  of  them,  that 
“  ought  of  the  things  which  he  poftefied  was  his  own,  blit 
*'  they  had  all  things  common.” 

By  order  of  the  Society . 

Greville  Ewing,  Secretary. 


Edinburgh, 
March  1 8 thy  1796 


.} 


REGULATIONS 


(  71  ) 

REGULATIONS. 
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GENERAL  DESIGN. 

tjif  The  Society  fhall  be  called  THE  EDINBURGH 
MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

id ,  The  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  among  Heathen  and  In¬ 
fidel  Nations  is  the  only  objedt  of  the  Society,  and  fhall 
be  the  only  fubjedl  of  difcuilion  at  their  meetings. 

The  Society  fliall  be  willing  to  conefpond  with  all  fo- 
cieties  and  individuals,  who  may  have  the  fame  grand 
objedt  in  view  ;  and  fliall  either  adt  by  themf elves,  or 
co-operate  with  others,  as  circumflances  fliall  deter¬ 
mine. 

4 th9  The  Society  fljall  embrace  the  earliefl:  opportunity  of 
carrying  the  defign  of  the  inftitution  into  effedt  ;  and 
fliall  confider  themfeRes  at  liberty  to  apply  all  dona¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  annual  fubfcriptions,  to  immediate  ufe  \ 
except  when  the  donors  otherwife  diredi. 

INTERNAL  ARRANGEMENT.  * 

t ft ,  A  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  fliall  be  held,  on  the 
laft  Tuefday  of  every  quarter;  for  prayer,  for  the 
eledfion  of  new  members,  and  for  the  difcuilion  of  fuch 
bufinefs  as  may  be  brought  forward. 

± dy  Every  year,  at  the  General  Meeting,  which  fliall  be 
held  in  the  month  of  .March,  the  Society  fliall  eledt  a 
Prefident,  a  Secretary,  a  Treafurer,  a  Clerk,  and  a 
Committee  of  eighteen,  of  whom  one  third  fliall  annu¬ 
ally  go  out  by  rotation. 

3 dy  All  bufinefs  fhall  be  introduced,  at  a  General  Meeting 
of  the  Society,  that  the  members  at  large  may  have  ail 
opportunity,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  of  expreffing  their 
opinion  upon  every  fubjedl  that  occurs,  and  of  giving 
inftrudtions  to  their  Committee,  with  regard  to  thofe 
things  which  they  may  be  enjoined  to  confider  or 
tranfadt. 

Qth)  The  Committee  fliall  hold  ftated  meetings,  on  the  lafl 
Tuefday  of  every  quarter,  and  have  power  to  adjourn 
from  time  to  time,  as  bufinefs  may  require  :  Five  a 
quorum, 
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$th,  It  fliall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  to  collect,  pe¬ 
nd  and  arrange,  whatever  infortnation  they  can  ob- 
ta  ,  by  books  or  otherwife,  refpefting  Heathen  coun¬ 
tries,  Millions  which  have  been  or  are  tp  be  attemp¬ 
ted,  and  every  thing  fclfe,  connected  with  the  object  of 
the  Society  :  But  they  fhall  not  be  competent  to  tranf- 
a6t  any  bufinefs,  which  has  not  b^en  exprefsly  referred 
to  them,  for  that  purpofe,  by  the  Society  at  a  General 

Meetin  tr.  '  * 
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6  th,  If,  between  the  ordinary  General  Meetings  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  any  bufinefs  fhall  occur,  which  admits  not  of 
delay,  and  involves  permanent  confequences,  the  Se¬ 
cretary,  by  direction  of  the  Committee,  fhall  call  an 
extraordinary  General  Meeting,  and  fhall  lay  the  mat¬ 
ter  before  them. 

Jth,  The  Committee  fhall  regularly  give  in  a  report  of  their 
proceedings  to  the  Society. 

8 th,  It  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  carry  on  the 
correfpondence  of  the  Society. 

Qtb,  The  Treafurer  fhall  annually  lay  before  the  Society 
an  account  of  their  receipts  and  difburfements,  with  a 
Hate  of  their  funds  ;  and  they  fhall  either  examine 
th:  ?  account  and  ftatement  in  open  meeting,  or  appoint, 
for  that  purpofe,  a  fpecial  Committee,  nOne  of  the 
men -.bars  of  which  fliall  belong  to  the  ordinary  com* 
mil  Lee  for  the  year. 

io th.  It  fliall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  record  the  mi* 
nutes  of  the  Society. 

ii thy  The  Prefident,  Secretar}7,  Treafurer,  and  Clerk  of 
the  Society,  fliall,  ex  officio ,  be  members  of  the  Ordina¬ 
ry  Committee. 

nth,  From  time  to  time,  as  occafion  may  require,  the  So- 
'  ciety  fhall  puhlifh  accounts  of  their  plans  and  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  communicate  every  information  which 
may  be  material  for  enabling  the  Cliriflian  world  to 
judge  of  their  condudt  and  fuccefs  :  and  fhall  requeft 
the  aid  of  their  prayers,  of  their  advice,  and  of  their 
fubftance,  both  as  individuals,  as  focieties,  and  as  con¬ 
gregations. 

•  i $th,  A  fetmon  fliall  be  preached,  once  a  quarter,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  object  of  the  Society,  when  a  colle&ion 
fhall  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  inftitution  ;  and 
public  meetings  for  prayer,  once  a  month,  fhall  be 
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held,  by  rotation,  in  the  churches  of  the  different  mi- 
nifters,  m  or  near  Edinburgh,  who  are  members  of  the 

Society. 

;  ADMISSION  OF  MEMBERS. 
ijly  Every  perfon,  who  is  propofed  for  admiffion,  muff  be 

a  benefador  to  the  Society.  . 

id.  New  members  fhall  be  propofed,  and  their  election 
made,  at  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society. 

3 ^  No  perfon  fhall  be  propofed.  for  admiffion,  and  eleded 

a  member,  at  the  fame  meeting. 

The  eledion  of  members  fhall  be  made  by  baliot,  and 
decided  by  majority. 

MISSIONARIES. 

ijl)  No  perfon  fhall  be  employed  as  a  miffionary,  without 
being  previoufly  referred,  for  examination,  to  the  Or¬ 
dinary  Committee  for  the  year. 

2 Every  miffionary,  who  fhall  be  empowered  to  difpenfe 
the  ordinances  of  the  Gofpel,  fhall  be  ordained. 
zd  Every  miffionary  to  be  ordained,  fhall,  after  having 
^  ?  been  approved  of  by  the  Society,  be  remitted  for  or¬ 
dination,  to  the  particular  religious  connedion  to 
which  he  belongs  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fhall  be  con- 
fidered  as  fent  out  by  the  Society  at  large%  fhall  equal¬ 
ly  enjoy  the  countenance  and  fupport  of  the  Society, 
and  fhall  be  accountable  to  the  Society  alone  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  fhall  fulfil  his  million, 

4 thi  The  Society  ihall  not  confine  themfelves  to  miffion- 
aries  ;  but  fhall  be  willing  to  fend  out,  and,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  their  power,  to  encourage  and  fupport 
any  perfon,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  holy 
fcriptures,  and  who  difcovers  an  earneft  defire  to  affift 
as  fchoolmafler,  catechifl,  or  otherwufe,  in  fpreadmg 
the  knowledge  of  the  Gofpel  In  parts  of  the  wrorld  that 
are  not  yet  enlightened. 

jSf.  B.  Any  propofal  to  alter  or  add  to  the  above  Regula¬ 
tions,  muff  lie  upon  the  table  one  quarter  of  a  year  at 
leaft :  and,  in  order  to  its  being  adopted,  muff  be  ap- 
•  proved  of  by  two  thirds  of  the  members  prefeat. 
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At  the  firft  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  "Rev.  Dr.  Rrs~ 
kine  was  in  the  chair  ;  kria  .the  following  Gentlemen 
were  appointed  to  compote  ‘  the  Committee  of  Directors 
for  the  current  year.,  ' 


The  Rev. 
The  Rev. 
The  Rev. 
The.  Rev. 
The  Rev. 
Ihe  Rev. 
The  KeV. 
The  Rev. 
The  Rev. 


Sir  Harry  MoncriefF 
Dr  Johnfton. 

Dr  Hunter. 

Mr  Hall.  . 

Mr  Peddle. 

Mr  Black. 
lVr  Colquhoun. 

Mr  Struthers. 

Mr  Banks. 


Mr  Alexander  Bonar. 

Mr.  James  Bonar. 

Mr  Chriftopher  Mowbray 
M  r  James  Haldane. 

Mr  John  Pitcairn. 

Mr  William  Patifom 
Mr  James.  Scott. 

Mr  John  Campbell. 

Mr  William  Ellis. 


The  Rev.  Greville  Ewing,  Secretary. 
Mr  John  Tajvfe,  Writer,  Treafurer. 
Mr  William  Dymock,  Clerk. 


- 


Subfcriptions  and  Donations /o  the  Injlituiion  are  received  by 

Me Trs  Mansfield,  Ramsay,  &  Co.  and  Sir  William 
'Forbes,  J.  Hunter  Sc  Co  Bankers  in  Edinburgh  :  ' 

And  by 

The  Rev.  Greville  Ew.ing,  Rofe-Court,  Secretary,  and 
Mr  John  Tawse,  Writei,  St.  James’s  Square,  1  reafurer  to 
the*  Society. 
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